FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 
PRIVACY ACTS 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
FILE NUMBER: 100 -1 06670 
M AIN FILE 
SECTION :91 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



THE BEST COPY 
OBTAINABLE IS 
INCLUDED IN THE 
REPRODUCTION OF 
THESE DOCUMENTS. 
PAGES INCLUDED THAT 
ARE BLURRED, LIGHT, OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT 
TO READ ARE THE 

RESULT OF THE 
CONDITION OF THE 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT. 
NO BETTER COPY CAN BE 
REPRODUCED. 



MartikL OTHER Kmo, Jr. 

Main File 

100-1OG67O 



Section -ll- 




J' 



December 17, 1970 



F-1 



^ ,00 -/W^ 





ty, Michigan, 48706 



Your letter was received on December 14th and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. Tour good wishes are most encouraging and 



mean a great aeal to me. 



Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoove^ 



.>4 



NOTE; Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Pecember 9, 1970 




J, Edf^ar Hoover 
F. B. I. 

■v'ashin'?:ton, D. C. 
Dear ^ir: 



you are to be contended for your remarks about the late 
<ev. Kin" and his Peace Avard, 

If there was ever a miscarria-e of justice, this Peace 
A^-ard was it. How any o-roup in their rir^ht minds could 
make this award to a person who flaunted the lavs of 
his countr.r^ ^i.oboved then with iinDunity, and was a 
rabble rouser of the worst t^rpe and vho took refuse 
behind the cloaV of religion is beyond the comprehension 
of any normal ri^ht thinking person. 

Kay you contimje to enjoy cood health and remain as 
one of our nation's PTjardians and leaders. 



'.espectively, 



Mr. Tol^on 

Mr. £u::ivin__ 

Mr. C:i!!:;han__ 
Mr. C.i::iGr_ 

-Mr. V'-.t ^ 

Mr. G..:o 

Wr, iioccn 

Sir. T.'>,vel 

Mr. T/altora 

Mr. S-)yErs 
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Mis3 Gcndy 




ALL lNFORi;AYiO::Cc 




SSL UEC^WQ 




( 



1 V 



2)ecember 17» 1970 




Lafayette, Indiana 47902 

Dear, 



ALL INFORMATION Cu. TAi, ' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
0ATE;L/kiaLB\5Mi!ii/ii 

I have received your letter of December 11th and 
appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. Your support is most encouraging and means a 
great deal to me. 

Although I would like to he of assistance, this 
Bureau does not have for distribution the material you requested. | 

Sincerely yoors, 
J. Mssi Eoove^ 



NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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December II, 1970 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Tolson _ 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr--^<ohr 



renrfan, CD. 
Mr. Callahan . 
Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Conrad — 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Welters _ 
Mr. Soyars — 
Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy _ 



Congratulations!! On your comments about Rev. Martin 
Luther^Kln g. I always have openly expressed my com- 
in^'rits ffbout him - a rabble rouser, trouble maker and a 
defiant of the law - however I was considered wrong. 

Noble Peace Award? My wife and I have stood in the hall 
where this award is given in Europe, and I cannot compre- 
hend Rev. King receiving this award in this august sur- 
rounding. 

Do you have available a copy of his talk "on the mount" 
the night before he was assassinated? I would like to 
carefully study the words about defying the law. 
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Private Life or 



U.S. Property? 





^>l^ Walters 
- Soyars . 



A Commentary (^'^ 
By Nicholas von Hoffman. 

A decent regard for the famUy and friends of public 
men has inhibited cops, journalists and biographers 
from publishing embarrassing material about their 
private lives until after the principals have gone to 
their graves. This was the case with Benjamii! Frank- 
lin, Alexander Hamilton and so cm through to Warren 
Harding and Franklin 'Roosevelt. In life and in death 
another rule has been used with Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Time after time we pick up the paper and 
learn that he had a sex life, a rather ordinary one by 
American standards, and not much different from many 
other men of prominence. It wasn't what Dr. King may 
have done in bed that made him the superior of so 
^pany police chi^s, senators and presidents. 
^'I^ newest fUw <*ver Dr. King's bohavior as an 
, Aniehcan male comfes from a book by \.i?ck novelist 
John A.* Williams. ("The^King God Didn't Save Coward- 
McCann. New York,'l970, $5.95, and don't rusr. out to 
buy it expecting sexy passages because there aren't 
any.) In the book Mr. Williams says, "As a black man, 
I do not have to ask why such 'barnyard gossip* was 
never circulated about the alleged, red-hot romance be- 
tween (deleted, white politician) and (deleted, movie 
star). Why should I ask after the alleged cjctracurricu- 
lar activities of (deleted. President) or (deleted. Presi- 
dent) or (deleted, prince) or (deleted, princess)? . , , 
An>i.hing black people set into motion is going to be 
monitored, anything, and then if possible compromised." 

Elsewhere the writer accuses the government of clan- 
destinely snapping pictures and tape recording episodes 
in the civil rights leader's private life and then politic- 
ally blackmailing him: "At some point along tBe way, 
someone in the government let him (Dr. King) know 
that he had been tap^d and photographed in situations 
that might be considered compromising by the Puritan \ 
masses. He was asked to soft-pedal his activities, to make 
the appearance of carrying on as usual when in sub- 
jstance, he would not be . . . Black people assume that 
jj. Edgar Hoover has served for so long simply because <iV 
he must know a lot about a lot of people, things they »^ 
would not be happy to see made public. A former Sen^ ' 
ate aide told me that once while attending a meeting 
of a group of senators, there was a serious discussion 
fabout forming a task force to go into Hoover's office, 
should he die suddenly, and remove the files. Presum- , 
'/^Ti*»|4his was to prevent Hoover's successor from using 
(il/i^f*Ti«tion." r " «. . - f - 
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Using other sources Time magazine (Au g. 17} co r- 
Jro^rater^illiams, l; ayli ! g, " Hoover explained to KJng 
just what damaging private detail he had on the tapes 
and lectured him that his morals should be those be- 
fitting a Nobel prize-winner. He also suggested that 
iKing should tone down his- criticism of the FBI. King 
took the advice. His decline in black esteem fol- 
lowed ..." 

This version of what happened at the 1964 King- 
iHoover meeting is denied by some of Dr. King's asso- 
ciates, although they say they're still having their phones 
tapped. A number of newspapermen say that attempts 
were made to foist feelthy tape recordings on them. 
iQuite a picture that suggests. Mr. Hoover and/or his 
agents peddling smut, trying to get it printed in family 
newspapers and all the time telling us it's Cammoonists 
Ihat're behind the obscenity. 

The cop-God remains silent and invisible behind his 
bureaucratic iconostasis. What he might say In his de- 
fense is unknown. No committee ot Congress, no one 
in the executive branch or the courts, has looked into 
these and other disfurbing matters concemtng his office 
and made the results public. If it's true he has a dossier 
on all the important figures in officialdom, their un- 
willingness to make inquiries is understandable. 

But how should people who want to take a hand in 
fcublic affairs defend themselves against the FBI when 
its prurient interests are aroused? Perhaps sex laws 
which are obeyed with the same punctilio as our traffic 
laws should be changes to make anything that happens 
in private between consenting adults legal, Such is the 
case in Illinois. Another response might be to encourage 
1 public nudity and lovemaking, thereby debasing the 
I value of feelthy pictures and dirty tape recordings so 
thlf tht.Vtanl be use'o as'uiaLJtmaii. " " ^ ■" 



tNone of this exculpates Mr. Hoover anjTiTs*?5^re- 
sentatives of what they did. First there is the question 
of what they were doing when King was murdered. If 
they were in a position to know what kind of under- 
wear the man was wearing, where were these girlie- 
magazine cops when the rifleman was drawing a bead 
on Dr. King? How come they couldn't see that? 

What was their role in the investigation of the mur- 
der? They appear to be the persons who discovered 
James Earl Ray, the man who is supposed to have done 
it alone, although he says he was Involved in a con- 
spiracy with other unnamed and seemingly unsought in- 
dividuals. Lately a witness has been found locked Up in 
an insane as>'lum who says the man running from the 
.flop house bathroom where the shots were fired was not 
IJames Earl Ray. What knowledge does the FBI have 
of that? .1 

Beyond such questions there is the matter cf how 
|the FBI appears to have used Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. A lot of public men lay claim to the title leader. 
They get it with the prefix "Honorable" but nobody's 
ever seen the pack of them walking up a street leading 
a hundred thousand people. Martin Luther King actually 
was a leader. Millions of people followed him, both lit- 
erally and by holding their minds open to his in- 
struction. 

He made his mistakes, had his weaknesses, commit- 
ted his stupidities as all leaders and all people do, but 
he remains the outstandingly admirable public figure 
of our time. He began as a leader of black men and died 
a leader of men; he began as a leader in a fight against 
the legal formalities upholding racism and died fighting 
for decent wages for Memphis garbagemen and for all 
of us in attempting to bring peace in Vietnam. He was 
such a leader that he taught even his enemies. Today, 
^'hat he said 10 years ago can be heard coming out of 
fthe mouth of an Agnew, a Mitchell or a Nixon. 

Ilf Mr. Hoover misused the power of his office to 
tbring him down, the FBI director and his accomplices 
nave performed an act of unpardonable idiocy. Signifi- 
cant portions of both races trusted Dr. King to lead them 
to a new high ground of fraternal union; he stood for 
the legal and peaceful alternative to the killing that's 
happening to us now, to the development of our native 
Tupamaros. When Chicago police detective James Al- 
fano Jr. died the other night of a sniper's bullet, he and 
levery urban warfare victim could thank the FBI to the 
(extent that Mr. Hoover contributed to Dr. King's de- 
struction and made those of us who hope for progress 

through peace and law look like fools. •.-»i£s.« 
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December 16, 1970 




I have received your letter of December 10th and 
vant to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Your kind remarks 
are most encouraging and your support certainly means a great 
deal to me. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edsar Eoovei! 



ALLINFORMATIOMCONTAlNt/ 
HEREIN IS UivCLASSIFlEO 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Dec 10, 1970 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Thank you for having the courage to speak out on the 
subject of Martin Luther King and his being awarded the t(obel prize. 
As you might imagine, I and many others concur with you. 

I have always been one of your admirers. I shall never 
forget your warnings many years ago about the communistic aggression 
in our country . 

The unfortunate part is as I see it Mr. Hoover, the 
average American is too stupid to heed your advice, and you may go 
down in history as one of our country s' martyrs. hope I'm wrong! 



Sincerely, 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of FBI 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



The attached "quotes" credited to you expresses 
my opinion also and I would add that in my opinion no man has 
done more to plant the seeds of anarchy in this nation since it 
was founded - 

You have my unreserved support and a loud AMENI 



Sincerely 



/s/ 
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Monday, December 7, 1970 



HOUSTON CHRONICLE 



ver: Klmj Lost ■ 
Perso^i Who Should 



L^:cv8 Received Hobs 



New York (UPI)-FBI 
D i r c c 1 0 r J. Kdsar Hoover 
says.- the la!c Dr. Martin _Lu- 

Ihc r King Jr. "was" tlie^ ]ast 
one in liie world" who should 
have received the Nobel 
Peace Prii:e. 

Hoover also said in a Time 
jn:.r::iziric iiKcrvicU' p>j|jli.'iiiud 
■Sunday lie liirncd r'.ov.n ;i re- 
quest by the then-Ally. Gen. 
Kobcrl V. Kennedy to lower 
FBI rjL!;iIjficalions to hire 
more b];tcks. 

"I said. 'Bobby. lh;il*s not 
fioin^'; to be dunv as !o;iS 
I'm director of this bureau.* 
He said, '1 don't think you're 
b c i n s cooperative.' Ard I 
said, -Why don't jtju get a 
TjCw du-ccio.'-';" " 

Hoover said he spoke with 
f,-."-v.r President Lyndon B. 

about the matter and 
Jo:ir.5o;i told him to "stick to 
}vuv guns," 

The FBI director said he 
once called King a liar be- 
cause the lale civil rights 
Icad'^r Eiiid be never had criti- 
cized the FBI. Hoover said he 
told Kir.^. '"If you c\'ei" say 
anwhiii^; tr.^l's a lie agalr. I'll 
brand you a, hiiriigain. 



"He never attacked the bu- 
reau again," Hoover said. 
King was assassinated April 
4, lOCC. 

Hoover said the exchange 
occurred in December. 1964. 
wliile King was preparing to 
receive the Nobel Peace prize. 
"He was Ihc last one in the 
world who should ever have 
received it." he said. 

"I held him ill comple'e 
contempt because of the 
things he said and becau;ic of 
hi.s eoiidiicl," Hi)over said. 

He said tlic FHl cooperates 
will) tl-.e Secret Sci-vitc to pro- 
tect Ihc president on trips 
abroad. "Vou never have to 
w^ry about a prcsitlcnt being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or 
Mexicans. They don't shoot 
very straight. Bui if Ihcy 
come at you with a knife, be- 
ware." 

Hoover said the FBI is re- 
cruiting 50 percent of its 
agents from Ihc oJficer corps 
in Vietnam whose members 
are all "above average in per- 
sonal appearance." 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief so long as his physical 
condiUon per roitfc— Hoover is 
72. 
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/ (TO -/DC (^70 —J r (// 




ALL INFORMATIO.i-^Oi^^i- J^:^^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSiricD 



I have received your letter of December 7th and 
want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Tour support of my 
work is most encouraging and means a great deal to me, 

^ Sincerely yours, 




i^_Eclgar. Hoover' 

'-f NOTE: Buf lies disclose one prior outgoing to her dated 11-30-64 in 
reply to her letter praising the Director's work. 
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Dec. 7, 1970 



F.B.I, 

Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir: 



According to the enclosed clipping, I agree with Jrou 
1007o. I've said all along that King wasn^t worthy of the Nobel Peace 
Prize . . . 

King did nothing but incite, which caused rioting etc, 
so why would he be entitled to a peace prize. 

The person or persons who suggested that King 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize certainly should have their head 
examined. 

Good luck to you and keep up the good work. 



Sincerely, 
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/Aoover Says Dr. King 
Wasn't Worthy of Nobel 



NEW YORK (UPn — FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover says 
the late Dr. Martin Uzther Kicg 
Jr. was "the last one in the 
world" who should hsve re- 
ceived the Nobel Pe?ce Pri2e. 

Hoover also said in a Time 
magazine interview publidied 
yesterday that he turned down a 
request by then-Atty. Gen. Rob- 
ert F. Kennedy to lower FBI 
qualifications in order to hire 
more blacks. 

"I said, 'Bobby, that's not 
going to be done as long as I'm 
dir#>olor Af thf hnrpflu ' said, 
"I don't think you're being coop^ 
erative.' Aod I said, 'why don't 
you get a new director?' " 

"Stick to Your Guns" 
Hoover said he spoke with 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
about the matter and Johnson 
told him to "stick to your guns." 

The FBI director said he once 
called King a liar when the civil 
rights leader said he never had 
criticized the FBI. Hoover said 
he told King, "if you ever say 
anything that's a lie again I'll 
brand you a liar again." 

"Strange to say, be never at- 
tacked the bureau again for as 



lorg £s he lived," Hoover said. 
King was assassinated April 4, 
1958. 

Hoover said the exchange oc- 
cuned in December 1964 while 
'King was preparing to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

"He was the last one in the 
world who should ever have re- 
ceived it," Hocfver said. "I held 
him in complete contempt b- 
because of the thing he said azkd 
because of his conduct." 

Protecting the President 
Hoover said the FBI cooper- 
ates with the Secret Service to 
protect the president on trips 
abroad. "You never have to 
bother about a president being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or Mexi- 
cans. They don't shoot very 
straight. But if they come at you 
with a knife, beware." 

Hoover said the FBI is recruit- 
ing 50 percent of its agents from 
the officer corps in Vietnam, 
whose members are all "above 
average in personal appear* 
ance," be said. 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief as lon^ as his physical con- 
dition permits. Hoover is 72. 
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December 9, 1970 



SI ITS Colzica. 
Miss GjtQd7__ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 
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^(■v,- York (UP7)-FBI 
Dir c ct or J. Kdpar Hoover 
sjjs I.':-: laic Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther Kiny Jr. "was the last 
one in Uic world" who should 
have received ihc Kobe! 
?cacc Prize. 

lluovcr aiso said in a Time 
magazine interview published 
ouiiciay lie turned clDv,-n a rc- 
Oi:cst by the thcn-AUy. Gen. 
Kobcrt F. Kennedy tit lower 
FBI qusljiieations to iire 
more biaeks. 

"I said, 'Bobby, that's not 
goins 10 be dons as I0113 as 

■!'>■« JT.;_ 1 I 

1 i,iM<.i_i.iji u. tii.i lJUiUdU, 

He E.lid, 'I don't tbink you're 
being cooperative.' And I 
s:wd. -Why don't j-ou get a 
new dircclor?' " 

Jioovcr said he spoke \vi(h 
former President Lyndon B. 
J:''".;;sun about tht: matter and 
^^:..i^on told him to "stick to 
yv-dv £uns." 

Tiic FBI director said he 
once called King a liar be* 
sause the late civil rights 
ndcr said he never had criti- 
:'■ jcd the FBI. Hoover said he 
fj^ King, "If you ever say 

/thing that's a lie again I'll 
~-i'Mu you a iior cigain. 
' "He never attacked tiic bu- 
reau again," Hoover said. 
Kii'.g was assassinated April 
1, J9C3. 

Hoover said the exchange 
occurred in December, 13G1, 
vJiilc King w.'is preparing to 
receive tlic Xobel Peace prize. 
"JJo was the lost one in the 
world who should ever have 
rcceivcfl it," he ssid. 

"I held him in complete 



contempt because of the 
things he said and because of 
his conduct," Hoover said. 

He said the FBI cooperates 
with the Secret Service to pro- 
tect (lie prcsidcni on trips 
abroad. "You never have to 
worry about a president being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or 
Mexicans. They don't shoot 
very straight. But if tiicy 
come at you with a knife, ho- 
ware." 

Hoover said the FBI is re- 
cruiting 50 percent of its 
agents from the officer corps 
iu Vteir.aiii v.hosc members 
are all "above average in per- 
sonal appearance." 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief so long as his physical 
condition permits. Hoover is 
72. 
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December 10, 1970 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Per.rsylvania Ave. at 9th, N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 2000^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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."■Ir. Cs.ricr_ 
51 r, Ccnrad_ 

T'lr. FcH, 

Jlr. Gale 

Mr. Koson 

Mt. Tnvcl 

Mr. Vt'aUcri__ 

Mr. Soyars 

Tela. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Alias Gandy 



Vours is, indeed, a voice in the wilderness of misguided actions 
on the-J>art of towns and cities naming hospitals, parks, etc. after Martin 
Luther King, Jr. I was delighted to read in our 1oc€lL newspaper (enclosure) 
of youLT stance - a rarity today. 

Thank heavens for people of your stature: You've had the courage 
to speak out and say what I and many others have thought from the time the 
award to King was announced* 

I do not know what we will do without you once you decide to re- 
linquish the reir.E of a moGt important Bureau today. Hoy you be blessed 
with abundant good health and, thus, be able to continue for many years to 
come. . 





YourB sincerely, 
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Hoover Blasts Nobel Prize 
to King, Tells RFK Row 



NEW YORK (UPI) — 
FBI Director John Edgar 
Hoover says the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
"was the last one in the 
world" who should have 
Kceived the Nobel Peace 
prize. 

Hoover also said bn a 
Time Magazine Interview 
published Sunday he 
turned down a request by 
the then-Attorney General 
Rotwrt F. Kennedy to low- 
er FBI qualifications in or* 
der to hire more blacks. 

"Said, 'Bobby, that's not 
going to be done as long as 
I'm director of this bu- 
reau.* He said, 'I don't 
think you're beinc coopera- 
tive.* And I said, 'why 
don't you get a new 
director?* " ' 

Hoover said he spoke 
with former President 
Lyndon B. Johnson about 
the matter and Johnson 
told him to "stick to your 
guns.' 

THE FBI DIRECTOR 
said he once called King a 
liar because the late civil 
rights leader said he never 
had criUcized the FBI. 
Hoover said he told King, 
"If you ever say anything 
that's a lie again I'll brand 
you a Uar again." * 

"Strange to say, be nev- 
er attacked the bureau 
again for as long as bf 



lived." Hoover said. King 
was assassinated April 4, 
1968. 

Hoover said the ex- 
change occurred in De- 
cember. 1964, while King 
was preparing to receive 
the Nohel Peace Prize. 
"He was the last one in 
the world who should ever 
have received it," he said. 

"I held him in complete 
contempt because of the 
things he said and because 
of his conduct" Hoover 
said. 

He said the FBI cooper- 
ates with the Secret Ser- 
vice to protect the Presi- 
dent on trips abroad. "You 
never have to bother about 
a President being shot by 
Puerto Ricans or Mexi- 
cans. They don't shoot 
very straight But if ttwy. 



come at you with a knife, 
beware." 

" Hoover said the FBI is 
recruiting 50 per cent -of 
its agents from the officer 
cx)rps in Vietnam who'se 
members are all "above 
average in personal ap- 
pearance." 

He said he will remain 
FBI chief so long as Kis 
l^ysical conditions per- 
mits. Hoover is 72. 
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December 8, 1970 



Mr J Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D,C. 

Dear Mr Hoover; 



. M 



. i-ir. (MWMn 

i ■ ' 

i Mr. r.-.v n 

T,;r. V.'-Vvcn,— 
p >rs,— 
Tele. Iloom— 

Ki3i Gaiiiy. — . 



\ 



On television the oth^r night, excerpts indicated your 
non-support of Luther King, Jr. 

ht:' r ' • ' ■■ 

I, being one of the middle aged 'silent majority* 
commend you for fearlessly saying what 1 have felt 
for so long. 

I feel communism has been coming in our back door for 
so many years that most of the American citizenry are 
not aware of exactly what is happening. 

May God protect you with good health to continue your 
work . 
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HOUSTON, TEXAS 77025 



7 December 1970 



JLLIWk^.-. CONTAINED 

Mr. J. Edpar Hoover. Director ^^^^'JlJ ^- '- OSSIFIED 

Federal Bureau, of ImresUgatii)ATt fcl BY^^JLvDyaIiL. 

Washington, D. C. -^-^ Vj^i V^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover i 



The attached pap:es from ny manuscript will show ny reason 
for writing you to congratulate you on having the "guts* 
to speak out publicly on the KArtin Lutha/'^^ t^ matter. 

It is a strange thing that so many people are reluctant 
to take the unpopular viewpoint of a scoundrel who basked 
in the mellow light of "clergy" and the ill conceived Nobel 
Peace Prize to the detriment of humanity. 

Perhaps there are others who hold iry views, but to date, 
you are the only one I have heard express it publicly. 

Congratulations again, and thanks for long service. 



Sincerely 





\! . van 



'./Vr.r 



^^^\\^ /OO'/Oli^lO 



\'-, .>..-. 

Mr. Fell 



Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen _„ 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters . 

Mr. SoyarB 

Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gatdy _ 
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......... .The ^ . misters" departod for thoir hoines to spread the word of 

C-taI ftobort.s, which was imparted to then at their first meeting, while 
thoso who vioro "savod" will eonllnuo to reeolvo "the word" in a six-easy- 

Tossons correspondenco courso in bible study. 

Because of the undeserved credibility and reverence for the clergy and 
ch'irch, this society has created an image concerning them that permits 
charlatans, despots, and other criminals, to cloak themselves in an aura 
of respect and escape the insidious nature of their being. Some outfit- 
andinR examples may be further noted, as follows - 

The Revorend Martin Luther KinR, Jr., whose Christian religion teaches 
paace-and-good-will from which his often repeated "non-violence" derived, 
was well aware that it was only a catch-phrase designed to placate author- 
ities while urging "demonstrations", knowing full well that mass demon- 
strations must inevitably load to violence. Few 'will remember or acknow- 
loge the fact his leadership in the black movement was encouraged by and 
for political reasons in an election year, nor that his Nobel Peace Pri«o 
^ was Communist inspired in Sweden at a time when John F, Kennedy was the 
moot outstanding candidate with his Peace-Corps, The combination of 
Minister, Martyr, Nobel-Laurate, and leader of a once oppressed people, 
causes most people to forget and forgive the fact that his Communistic 
loanlnps and subversive militant associates required constant surveillance 
snd electronic eavesdroppinfi by the FBI from 196^, until his assasination 
In 1^?. 



Af3am Clayton Powell, a politically motivated preacher of the Abyssinian 
Church of his constituents In Harlem, N.Y, , has publicly declared that his 
church members and political constituents condone his action in stealing 
public funds, and as if to prove it, re-elected him unanimously. His 
charlatanism, like that* of Rev. King, may be said to be the least of their 



sins. 



r 



VinU. Franklin Graham, popularly known as Billy Grahar., is a well known 
exanpl. of charlatanism, in that. In addition to his world-wide evangelical 
actwmes, h« (or his staff members) writes a dally coluirm for nany news- 
paper., in which he provides answers to ALL problems vhioh. In the opinion 
of this writer, qualifies him for momborship in the not-too-exclusive club 
of those pretenders to more knowledge than they possess, namely, quaeksj 
or charlatans if you prefer. 

■.sT.ethor it be Billy Graham with his fundamentalist-dogmatie-charismatle 
..prroAchj Kirtln Luthor Klnr," Jr.. and Adam Clayton Powell, with their 
onlrmatlc doings j Oral Roborts with his flamboyant antics i or Bishop Sheon 
wUh Ms dr::r.atiss, joined by Popo Paul VI with his holy-hogwash, they, 
and all of their religious profession are, in fact, CHAKUTANS, within 
the meanlnr of the word first sUted, and it is thought that many of them 
r:\r.t necessarily know It, 
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DIRECTOR, FBI ^^^^ ^^JffiJ^P^^'^ 



SAC, HONOLULU (100-6313) 




SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING 

TIME MAGAZINE AkTlCOi 





Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are a series 
of articles which appeared in Honolulu newspapers on the 
evening of 8/10/70 and 8/11/70 concerning the recent article 
which appeared in "Time" magazine alleging that the Director 
chastised subject for his extramarital activities. Also 
enclosed are two editorials which appeared in both the morning 
"Honolulu Advertiser" and the afternoon "Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin" which have prejudged the Director and the FBI. These 
articles are all self-explanatory. 



Inasmuch as it would appear this is a national 
press release and that the Bureau will be receiving nxamerous 
comments concerning the "Time" article, no direct action vx/ 
is being taken to refute, substantiate and/or comment / | 
concerning any of the statements appearing in the editorials.* 



It would appear that both newspapers through their 
editorials have decided to be "judge and jury" of this 
affair, using the questionable article appearing in "Time" 
as their sole authority to judge the Director and the FBI. 
It would appear that no good purpose would be served in 
taking these editors to task for their unfair treatment of 
this affair without seeking clarification from the Director, 

Iand further any such contact would merely di^ify their 
editorial comments^^o Airther action is being contemplated, 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 6)tV^»^" ^ — — — 
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NKW \ORK (AP) - 
7. me ii-.dgszine says the 
•r l"^:'. Msrtin Luther 
; .Ir. muled his crili- 
y. ;re FBI ailer its 
v..;-eci J. Edgar Hoo- 
Cuiiironicfi him with 
v..v;r.;..- revealing 
Kl^^z': a:,r:rdextra-mari- 
,1 la'. activ,*i-?j. 
j; In d.i ;.r...-ie ciscussing 
a r.^"•^^ '.^^.^k about K_.ng, 
hiTa God Didn't 
ScT." b\ author John 
V,..:i:j;i,. Time gives its 
ve-?i..-i zi a 1964 meeting 
i:c wi;t;n King and Hoo- 
I' ver. 

TIME SAYS WilUams 
; repo:*U' ;he FBI began 
; ;.rs --^r.^'s telephone 
I and bup^ir.g his hotel 
, ronir.i in 1963. While it 
■: L'nct»\ i-:'vc. subversion it 
i 'c.u .^i-n 11}} an astonish- 
" air.Cint of informa- 
■.i:.. a'woui King's exten- 
:.^c and v.^orous sexual 
:;^ wilies." 
' lime cnminups: "Wil- 

i '...'..il;, lias lilt' Clil'fPCt Olll- 
■ Mill- <(i In. .''Ill l.ljH- .Slll- 

t rv. VVii.il III' *U)i's not 
I tu,\c is precisely wh^t 
hapjiened at the celcbrat- 
^ meei::,s between B'BI 



Director Hoover and 
King in 1964. 

"Hoover, Time 
learned, explained to 
King just what damaging 




Martin Luther King Jr. 



private detail he had on 
the tapes and lectured 
him that his morals 
should be those befitting 
a Nobel Prize winner. He 
also suggested that King 
should tone down his crit- 
icism of the FBI. King 
took the advice. His de- 
cline in black esteem fol- 
lowed, a decline sca- 
thingly narrated by Wil- 
Uams." 

THE FACT that the 
FBI had been tapping 
King's telephone was dis- 
closed last year by FBI 
agent Robert Nichols in a 
Houston, Tex., courtroom 
where boxer C a s s i u s 
Clay was seeking to va- 
cate a sentence for refus- 
al to be inducted into the 
Army. One of the moni- 
tored conversations was 
between King and Clay. 

Nichols was not al- 
lowed by the judge to say 
why King's phone was 
tapped, but he said it oc- 
fiinpd ;it it fime whon 
Kini: w.-i.s ;iii,-i(-kini; Iho 
l-'I'.i for ;t:i;,ij;ninti South- 
ern agents, rather tlian 
Northerners, to protect- 
ing civil rights workers. 
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^ .VKv. ■ \ .raK (UPl) - 
7... e r,\a:. ■t' in a news re- 
U ,.>e pnblis.icd yesterday 
-a.c that i!ar:in Luiher King 
toned do«. i>is criticism of 
The FBI aiier its director, J. 
Ed;;ar Hoover, confronted 
iiim with wireiap transcrip- 
tior.s revealing extra-marital 
"activities" by King. 

Time atiiil the King-Hoover 
meetir,'^ r,cc.J!red in 19&4 
ubnul ii ' r yl.■;^r■^ Iwfore King 
■A-as ii's-.s-^.n^icci in Mem- 
A rciii>ri on the meeling 
'.1 inis week's is.sue of the 
iii,-:,.izinc. 

KI.Mi, A Bjpiisl minister 
rt:-,.; NoI)cl Pejce I*nze win- 
nti. wiis head of the Soiilh- 
orn Ch: isli;.n I>t'ad.T.ship 
Crnfrr'^nce. a m.ijor group 
adviK'i.iin;; Ix-tter civil rights 
for .Vc^jroc--. ffis wife Cort-tta 
is a Icaacr in the civil rights 
movement. 

Time said that at the 1964 
meeting "Hoover explained 



to King just what damaging 
private detail he had on the 
(wiretap) tapes and lectured 
him that his morals should 
be those befitting a Kobel 
Prize winfter. He also sug- 
gested that King tone down 
his criticism of the FBI. 
King took the advice. His de- 
cline in black esteem fol- . 
lowed." 

Time said .^ts information 
came in conjunction with a 
new book on King by John 
Williams, a Negro, who 
argues that King was the 
victim of a plot to manipu- 
late, "ca.stratc and ultimale- 
^ ly destroy him." , 

"SUSriOTING that some 
of his associates had Com- 
muni.st connections, the FBI 
began tapping King's tele- 
phone and bugging his hotel 
rooms in 1963," the Time 
press release on the article 
said. 

"From a security stand- 
point, the wiretaps uncov- 
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freS Vothijiff. They estab- 
Jished no links between King 
and Ihe Cojnmimists 

Williams reports, 
^ d.d turn .p an astonl 
isfiinsnnimmi of information 
.'I'mu Kmg'.s cxlcnsivc and 
Mt^ovuus sexual aclivilics. 

•'ACCOKDLNG to one of 
)W luinis' som-L-es - idenU- 
/-U only as Person B I 
rest of them 
J^idacode.Averyallraclive 
jv..m;.n was called Doctor I 
Cnr;iot the other n.mcs for 

doctor " « 
"^'w^'I^^pers ignored 

thpr« fT''. leaks to 
them Of King's exlra-marilal 
activities, but their existence 
undetern^ined King's effec- 
tJ^eness just the same. The 
effect said Williams 
one slow political assassina- ' 

bv iho"!?,?"^.* ^P"*"** "only 
by^thejuuet of James Ea/j 



RAY WAS con'Snf 
niurdcr m the King slaying 
and^« serving a life ter^iS 



r ,. 




KING. 



( 
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VUiN*^ 

MRS. KiNG 



denies story 



on wiretap 



ATLANTA 

neml)ois of 



iUPIi — Three 

Dr. M;ntin I.ii- 



rher Kin;;'s staff who allcnd- 
a mcctin;; bciwcen King , 
. r!(; FBI diretlor .1. KHpnr' 

'Tjiiip mac.-izine rcpotl Ihiit 
director confronU'd King 
Willi wirclap evidence o£ eX' 
, ira-marila! activities. 

iMrs. CoreUa Kins, in ai 
separate siatcmcnt. also de- 
nied the Time story which ' 
said Kinf! Un\oit down ciiti- 
cism of till- i'i>i only aft^T 



trc Ptiitori.'il: 
"ih** Kiii2 affair" 
Pa^e A-10 

r; ■:-rf^mmmm 

Hoover showet him tapes 
which revealed "extensive 
and vigorous sexual, active. 



— ."The conversation bpfwpen 
I niy husband and Mr. Hoover, 
' which he (King) related to 
me, do not correspond at all 
to the Time magazine re- 
port." Mrs. King said. "The 
love, concern and devotion 
which Martin expressed to- 
ward me and the children 
are our most precious and 
treasured memories." 

THE REV. RALPH D. Ab- 
ernathy, King's successor as 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, the Rev. Andrew J. 
Vounji. and the Rev. Walter 
E. Fauntroy said they were 
all present during the meet- 
ing between Dr. King and 
Hoover *'. . . and at no point 
did Mr, Hoover lecture Dr. 
King or ever comment on his 
personal life.' 

The statement issued joint- 
ly by the three men said, "It 
is even more blantly untrue 
that Dr. King slowed down 
his activities because he felt 
threatened. History is the 
witness here." 

They l euouiited King's civ- 
il rights triumphs in Selma, 
Ala., in 1964, his works to- 
ward obtaining key civil 
rights legislation from Con- 
gress in 1965, and other 
-xfiuve-ments by the black 
leader. «=i=s 
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Rev, Kings Colleagues 



^ F. vV "\ 0 R K (AP) — [scnl during the entire discus- 
Three ns.sot iiTifs of the Idle ,'.sinn and at no point did Mr. 
i^:- M .r.iii leaner Kins .Ir. Hoover Icclurc Dr. Kinj; or 
:uMi iu> \\hkn\ h;ivo liiki'ii ib- ' even comment on his pej'ion- 
M'' U'i!i 'i'l.wc ni;i;,\-izinc ;il Jifc . . . Txmc nuisnv.iue 
:.i .ii mcrtinc I)c- jfiiscredils itself in seeking to 

^^ ' ;uiiM''iil Director |thi"o\v mud on a man ad- 

J. . lioovcr. iiniicd and loved by millions, 

ihc ;;i:co coIlciRues of the .'black and white. It discredits 
>lr.;r. civ;', rights worker P^^'^ stooping to sensa- 
bra;;iL'd r,s "loialiy false" '.t'onalism through fiction and 
T.:ije s rcpor; that Hoover iirresponsibiUty." 
crr.fronicd Km:; with wire- 



revealing King's alleged 
oMramarilr,: activities. 

Coreua S. King said in a 

i:»::envn; from Atlanta (hat 

.-.i? Time story "does not 

correspond" wiih what her 

husband told her. 

TIMIl. in discussing au- 
thor .^ohn Williams' new 
tx.^ about King. "The King- 
God Didn't Save." said Hoo- 
ver "Icct'^red*' King on his 
.y.J7a.^ aiiu ^..^gested he 
t' j.e down his criticism of 
liie FBI. 

The Rev. Ralph David Ab- 
crnathy. King's successor as 
head of ttie Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference: 
the Rev. Andrew Young and 
the Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy 
said in a joint statement yes- 
terday: 

— -Aii* three of us wfe i c pi c*'* 



A SPOKESMAN for Time, 
commenting 'im the state- 
ments, said: 

"A careful reading of 
Time's article should make 
quite clear the magazine's 
admiration for ,^._King's 



work — for exampla, lbs ti>- 
spr\'aUons that Dr. King's 
leadership b r n ii g h t con- 
.scionce and cohesion to the 
c;iiisc of bkicfc. cqtj^ility ;ind 
thai he w;is the catalyst in 
the fui inalion of a truly na- 
lionzil civil rights movement. 

"As for the facts in the ar- 
ticle, Time stands by its re- 
porting," 

In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, national director of 
the SCLC's Operation Bread- 1 
basket, charged the FBI with | 
"intentional defamation of I 
character" in making the! 
tapes. 

"MR. HOOVER has. 
svoopcd to the lowest rungs 
of viciousness and malicious- 
: ness in his underhanded dis- 
semination of information re- 
garding a deceased man," 
Jackson told a news confer- 
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the Kins affair 



S'.H nnd disturbing arc words that 
' co:v.o tvT mind on the Time magazine 
' rcpor; :hat ivlartin Luther Kinc; toned 
I down .his criticism of the FBI and 
lost innLcnce after director J. Edgar 
i Hoover confronted him with wiretap 
\ evidence that revealed extra-marital 
I activiTics- 

I The reports on the activities of the 
^rest civL] rights leader are not new; 
ir.de?c, Thai Is part of the concern. 
But xhey were not before made front 
page gossip. 

Asjur.-.inj: it's true, that truth 
shou''f ccme out and man must pay 
for his iransgressions, there can still 
be real sympathy for King's widow 
and children. 

^ WKAT THE NEW flareup should 
, be is another weight on the scale of 
[ reasons why the aged Hoover ought 
i to retire. The nation should not have 
i tc wait until completion in a few 
, more yedis of Hoover's dream — the 
i ir.uch-Lelayed new FBI headquarters 
; which presently at over $100 million 

Iwill be the nation's most cosUy gov- 
ernment building. 
For even if Hoover didn't make 
I the threat as reported, the facts of 
the King wiretap and other reported 
. uses of the information from it are 
\ disiurbing enough. 
' King wasn't a subversive ~ by al- 
j most anybody's definition. Nor did 
. the wiretaps and buggings of his var- 
[ ious rooms seem to produce any un- 
I patriotic connections. 

BUT THE NOBEL Prize winner 
and black, leader was a growing foe 
of the Vieinam war, as well as of 
^ t-.oinc^ PA] .'u iivilics. 

IVrh;ip.s wrilcr-invcstinntor I.F. 
' Stone put It most succinctly: "While 
\ . xne excuse for tapping King's phones 
t was 'mteiral security' its chief result 
j was to permit the FBI to spread sto- 
\ Ties about King's sex life." 

- I"-hia new book which sparked the 
current controversy. "The King God 



Didn't Save," Negro author John A.. 
Williams pictures the aim of neutral- 
izing King's activities and influence. 

Williams puts this in a racial con- 
text: 

"A black man, I do not have to 
ask why such *barnyard gossip' was 
never circulated about the alleged 
red-hot romance between Robert 
Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe. Why 
should I ask after the alleged extra- 
curricular activities of John F. Ken- 
, nedy or Dwight D. Eisenhower or 
Prince Philip or Princess Margaret? 

"Anything black people get into 
motion is going to be monitored, any- 
thing, and then, if possible, compro- 
mised. That is the way things go in 
this nation; they always have . . 

BUT YOU DON'T have to be 
black to see Uie potential dangers 
from Euch invasions of privacy as 
bugging and udretapping — dangers 
'Xo both movements and individuals. 

Assume that Hoover didn't do 
what Time magazine says, or that 
other FBI officials didn't use the 
"King tapes" to discredit a great hu- 
- znanitarian leader and prophet of non- 
violence, as so many sources say they 
did. 

Then you still end up with an awe- 
sonie potential for evil, for turning 
gratuitous or non-productive inva- 
sions of privacy for the purpose of 
crime control into various forms of 
political blackmail in the hands of 
unscrupulous leaders, local or nation- 
al. 

IF SOCIETY only understands 
that point, and how much privacy 
has already been invaded by increas- 
ing surveillance, then more apathetic 
citizens might start to realize why so 
many other "innocents" are con- 
cerned and ireightened. 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoca Balsw) 



Indefensible, If True 

A^sunling• the accuracy of Time Magazine's report, 
\\ iK'h WaS published in this newspaper yesterday, the sup- 
^:aly inviolate and incorruptible FBI is guilty of what 
n. y .\mericans fear most in big government today — ^in- 
\a.-iL;i c: personal privacy, and, therewith, intimidation. 
The iiory is this: 

Tne FBI began -bugging" the late Martin Luther King's 
.-.e: i\ .-^n-.s and tapping hiii telephone in 1963. The federal 
L;C--.c . SL-spccled King of subversion. While it uncovered 
nr ..c\e.-sion, Time says, quoting from a new book by 
Wiihams. "The King God Didn't Save," it "did turn 
up asionishing amount of information about King's ex- 
ten.-^;ve and vigorous sexual activities." 
Timt- continues: 

'•\Vi:..i.ms has the correct outline of the FBI tape story. 
Wha; ht does not liave is precisely what happened at the 
cele"or..;ed meeting between FBI Director (J. Edgar) Hoo- 
ver s.iC King in 1964. ^ 

"Ii^cver, Time learned, explained to King just what 
i.a.rici .jHt private deiail he had on his tapes and lectured 
h:;.- ihai his morals should be those befitting a Nobel Prize 
..r..-,c;. fie also suggested that King should tone down his 
criucism of the FBI. King took the advice. His decline in 
biaijk esteem followed, a decline scathingly narrated by 
Wiihams." 

71. e in'.eni here is not to defend the late Negro leader's 
- ional misbehavior, if any. But, again assuming the cor- 
, .■^■.nei.s c: Time Magazine's story, this is what happened: 
The Federal Government invaded the privacy of an indi- 
vidual and then browbeat— some people would call it 
blackmail— the individual into silence. His offense? He had 
he;'!! iTiiicizin^ Ihi.-^, samv IVjderal agjency for u.s.signing 
StiuKic.-i .■■.•■111.-, i.ithtT iliim NortUi'inor.s, to prolccl civil 
l■Ji;llL.^ woi Kcr.s in tiio South. 

An official explanation is, of course, due from Hoover. 
But no matter what the explanation, if the report is cor- 
rect, his use of official records for the purpose revealed .is 
1 indefensfole and outrageous. '"^ . 
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December 1, 1970 




ALL 1NF0R?,WT1CM CONTAINED 
HEREIN !S U?JCLASS!niD ^ . 



Ventura, California 93003 
Dear 

Your letter x^'as received on December 3rd and, with 
respect to your inquiries, information concernin:^ the alleged commu- 
nist affiliations of Martin Luther i^S, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of Department of Justice regulations 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 



The only icXormation I can furnish you regarding 
I.Ir. Hov.'S.ri D. £n:cot is that he was employed by the FBI as a Special 
Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1G51. Eis personal ven- 
tures as v;ell as his ojiinions and comments since he left this Bureau 
are strictly his own, and it is not possible for me to comment on these 
in any vAy whatsoever. 



DtC - H i97C 

' COr/!*v^FBf 



Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgai Hoovef 



> 1 




Sullivan _ 



iirrtin.'iii. C.I). 

riiUMhnn 

<'ii.-|K'r 

("imrnd 

Kfh 

Call. 

ItMM-n 

Tiiw-I „.,■■ 
W;,li,T>. 



Siiidri. 

ll..lii,. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear Mr, iloovci'; 

^ir. Hoover, since you are the Director of the FBI I thought 
that you'd be the best source of imfojmation in my investiBation* 
And my investigation is over riartin:X. King, and in this invest- 
igation the word commiHiist has come up. A Dan Smoot Report that 
I sent for gave some inference as to Mr. King's association with 
a number of commmunist party members or sympathizers. In this "\ 
Report by Dan Smoot he gave enough conclusive imformation to 



note: Conf^essional Record , Feb. 23, 19^6, pp. 2796-2849 (daily) con- 

. . „ /or ^ /cC-Q' '/6 — 

taming House Committee on Un-American Activities documents on 



make me believe that there is a dangerous number of communist 
party members in the civil rights movements. Of course I real- 
ize I might be asking too much for you to safely answer without ^ 
getting involved with the side of security of which you must pro- 
tect. I know that you must feel pretty strongly toward the com- 
munist threat in our comntryaccording to your testimony in Jan- 
uary of 1954 when you said thatixommxmist influence in the civil 
rights monement is "vitally important". 
J;:; In this Dan Smoot Report vol. 10, no. 22, June 1, 1964 this 

statement was made by Mr. Smoot "Here are a few KAACP officials 
known to have communist-front records:" (and these names according 
i-^ ly)."Roy Vilkins, Arthur B. Spingarn, Allan Knight Chalmers, 

Channing Tobias, A, Philip Randolph, Eric Johnston, Dr* Robert 
c. Weaver, Lewis S;: Gannett, Norman Cousins, Dr. Ralph Bunche, 
Alfred Baker Lewis, Earl B. Dicherson, Llpyd E, Garrison, Morris 
' L. Ernst, Thiirgood Marshall", all of which has this for the foot- 



vof rtECO'f^DEp 

1970 COP.REgj>o^^^.^2 

,-:^...r 
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My high school history teacher has found it difficult to believe 
thnt those men are so conected as the report states- I believe 
you would probably be able to make a statement to verifyMr. Smoot's 
statement? 

Now, back to Mr. King, I would like to know exactly how many 
of Kings supposed peaceful nonviolence movements turned to violence, 
And were they by design nonviolently violent? 

Because of Dan Smoots ingagement with the FBI for so many 
years you must be familiar with him personally:, so would you say 
something about Mr. Smoots character in reference to his extreme 
patriotism. 

I hope you were able to understand some of my* literary'? upheavals. 
And 1*11 be very grateful for your help, thank you I 



SincerelytYours , 




r 




Pittsburgh, PennsylTsnia 15219 



October 26, 1970 





V)lBon. K;?" 

rcnnanCDA- ' 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Casper — 

Mr. CnnraJ - 
Mr. Felt- 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. RosenT 

Mr. Tavel j. 

Mr. Walters 

M'-. S ... 

Tele. Hr*om 

M V. il >. s 
Miss GaiM-y 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Kr. J. Edgar Hoover 

United States Department of Justice, . I^l^A^^•.^TI^^' POMTAIN 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL INFOHWlA 1 1 J'; ^^^^^^^^ 
Washington, D. C. 20535 HEKDN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEa:Zfe:«:/-BY5WJi^ 

Thank you for your letter dated September 15, 1970, However, 
it is very difficult, if not inpossible for our conference to view your 
letter as a relevant or pertinent response to the letter we sent to 
the President with a carbon copy to your office. 

Our letter «ade no mention of the FBI engaging in blackmail / 
activities, nor was our letter concerned about the authorizer of the 
wire tap. 

Again, we attempted to clearly indicate that our dismay was 
aimed at the slai^er attempt on the character and veracity of the late 

Martin Lu the^ing Jr., using as a base for validifying their 
accusstidns-aB^sMiegatrons certain information from the FBI. Tour 
ji ielter gives us absolutely no assurance relative to the above. 

Further, we are gratified at your attempt to respond since 
we did not receive even that courtesy Trom the President. Please be 
assured that we still maintain a deep concern over this matter and 
we still desire that the record relative to the late Dr. Martin Lather 
King Jr., be clearlfied. 




Tours very truly. 



OrTIONAl POIM NO IS 
CtA CIH IIO. HO. JT 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bishqpff^' 



Tolson _ 
Sullivan 
Moht 



DATE: November 17, 1970 



Bishop 

Bremian, CD. 

CBllahtn 

Casper 
Conrj|d 
Fell 



FROM : Ga E. Malmfeldt 

0 



AUINFORMATIOMCOMTWNED^/ 



■herein IS UNCLASSm^. 






PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

This is to recommend no acknowledgment to letter from 
captioned individuals received 11/13/70. 

On September 9th_tiie Bureau re ceived a copy of a letter 
addressed to the President b^H[|^^HH||r^^^^^^^S ^ news account 
regarding^^£to Luthe^'Kin^an^co^ about "an absolute di sregard 

for ethics'"~relating to the FBI's investigation of King. By letter to^^^ 
dated 9/15/70 he was advised that the Bureau had not made informauorT 
regarding King available to any unauthorized source at any time although, 
in keeping with our responsibilities, we had disseminated information 
concerning King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. He was also assured that the FBI had not blackmailed King 
since the news article to which he referred gave this implication. 

In current letter, mH^H^HI^^^HV^^^^ 

do not consider Director's previou^replyas relevant or pertinent and 
I seem to be asking for a denial from the Bureau of the information 
which has been printed concerning King's contemptuous personal life 
(from the tenor of their communication an aifirmatioit , would probably 
not be believed). 



Inasmuch as they have been already furnished the Bureau's 
position in this matter jind the confidential nature of our files would 
preclude providing them any other information, it is felt no worthwhile 
purpose would be served by correspondence with them. 

3-69 

O NOV 24 1970 



1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt 



worthwhile . / 
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RECQMM END A TIQN: 

That no acknowledgment be made to letter from captioned 
individuals received 11/13/70. 
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Norember 9, 1970 



1^ i : ■ ^ 




Washville. Tenn^saefe 3760g 
Dear 

ft was very Und of you to write as yon did 
on November 2nd. I certainly appreciate your tboughtfdl- 
aess In sending me a Prayer Book and am looking forward 
to receiving it. 

Sincerely yours. 



is 



\ Wi^llED 8 

NOV i^1970 

COMW-FBI 



Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 



Si' 




r / NOTE: Correspondent recently wrote to the Attorney General concerning 
• /$ih^ story that the Director allegedly lectured Dr. Martin Lather King 
V'^about his morals. The letter was referred to the Bureau and answered 




O O 

««lu>n . 



^ * Prayer Book ha 

not yet been received and a stop has been placed for it. ^JT* Pf prior y 
aef(97l^WT:.Jh (3) ^ outgoing letter^_^:.,.,-:^ ^, 
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nasnvi.j.j.e, Tennessee jdiuj 
(Mailing address only) 



November 2, 1970 



[^.BrtnnanCD. 
Mr. CftUkhu— 

Mr. Cup«r 

Mr. Conrftd 

Mr. rat 

Mr. Gila 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavil 

Mr. Wfthm 

Mr. r v'tri 



MiM Oudr- 



Ms. Helen W. Gandy 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Friend: 

I Let me thank you for your good letter of October 13 and the 
fenclosures concerning the wire tap on Martin Lather ICing. 

I I am very happy to have this information, espeeiallr the 

I article itfhich appeared in "The Evening Star." 

It i«as very good of you to take time to send me this 
information. 



like. 



I am sending you a white "Prayer Book" **iich I hope you will 

With all good wishes and prayers for you and yours, I am 

Sincerely your servant. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BOSTON (62-0) 




INQUIRY CONCERNING STATEMENT BY 
' CONGRESSMAN WllXIi^p^y HAmWiX (D- MAINE) 
REFERRING TO FBI INVESTIGATION OF THE 
LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

BUDE2): 1/4770 C ' '~ 

RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS) 



• I ■ 



Cone emin 





the above- captioned matter, I telephonically contacted 
:oday and advised him of the information as set forth 
in ir'aragraph- 2 of reAirtel. hr^^/ 

HmmH^itmnediately said that he did not think the FBI would ev 
ao this and, therefore, we agree with him - indicating that he 
thought HATHAWAY had used the good name of the FB^^^aanner that 
would be beneficial to the Communists. I ^^^^JjHHB^^ could 

not comment on any activities of Congressman HAxHSWA^pr anything 
that he may have of may not have said or done and all I could say 
in answer to his communication was that the FBI had never Informed 
Congressman HATHAWAY of the results of any investigation, j 

was appreciative of the call concerning his communication. 

bT(?, , . 

SV^^" 

I2N0V.411970 - i 




TO 



FROM 



■V 



SUBJECT: 
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jmoMAi l-oaii HO. ■• 
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I UNITED STATES G<^ -.RNMENT 

^Memorandum 

Mr. ■Bishoif'^^ 



56N, 
JUN3C 



DATE: 10-29-70 





mQUIKT CX)NCERN1NG STATEMENT BY 
CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM D.^THAWAY (D-MAINE) 
REFERRING TO FBI INVESnGATIDIf OF THE , " 
LATE DR. MARTIN LITTHER KING, JR. 



The Boston Office advised by teletype that 
the FBI Resident Agency at Portland, Maine 

by Congressman Hathaway, on 1-23-70, to 

Main Cj which stated, iii part, the following concemni 
liuther King, Jr. : 



sent a letter to 




X 



of a letter sentN 
Himford," K 
Dr. Martin ' ^ 




"Rumors have been circulating that Dr. King was ccnmected \\ 
with the communist group several years prior to his untimely death; ^ 

1 however, FBI officials advised me that investigation of these rumors ' 
failed to reveal any communist leanings on the part of Dr. King. *t\ \^ 

flm^^etter expresses his high esteem for the Director sLd ^ 
notes that he is certain the FBI never made any such statement to Hathawaj^ 
whom he described as "a liar. " His letter does demand, a n answe r whether ^ 
or not we did so advise Hathaway and, if the FBI did not, ^^f^spresses 
his intention to "press charges" against the Congressman. E 

Bufiles contain no information identifiable witl^^mmm^ g 
However, correspondent4||||HKas written the Director on three ^ 
occasions in 1967 and 1968 requestmg^^er statements or expressions of S 
support from Mr. Hoover for various^HVinspired anticommiinist %, 
campaigns. The Director, of course, cacSilly declined to do so in each ^ 
instance. • r^^^^^^i^/^ e 

We have had very limited but cordial relations with Congressman 
Hathaway who was elected to Congress in November, 1964, and reelected to all 

C" sequent sessions since. He has never met the Director, according to files, 
is currently Misted as a member of the Education and Labor, as well as 
Merchant Marine aBcL^Fisheries Committees. There is no indication 



Enclosure 
- Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure ^I'lQn 
~~ ishop - Enclosure 





1 - M. A*Jti' 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 




SAC Handley, Boston, telephonically assured on 10-28-70, that 
he has never even met Congressman Hathaway, let alone discussed any 
investigation of King with him, and the Resident Agents at Bangor and 
Augusta, Maine, (both within the Congressional District represented by 
Hathaway) have also stated they never discussed the King investigation with 
Hathaway. Whils Boston indices have references to the Congressman, 
none are pertinent to this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached airtel be sent SAC, Boston. 



r 



-2 - 



c 



C 




OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

'■^y^ (October 22, 1970) 

I guess you know, The hoijOTed ^^^^ 
hypocrite--MartinJ^h£r-Kj^ was ^^^^ 
leading the""BIackRevolution under 




NAN. CD. — 

MR. CALLAHAN 

MR. CASPER 

MR. CONRAD 



MR. GALE 



the disguise of- "Peaceful Coexistence;'. ROSEN 
' Just move in and take over (D.C.) 
Then get elected to a political 
■ office (control) 



I would like to give you this key I 
rec*d from the Indians, 



I carry only my door Key, 
^May it be a good Luck charm. 

Since re ly- 



MR. TAVEL 

MR. W(A1-TEB8 — 

MR. »OV AHI 

MR. JONE» 

TELE. ROOM 

M1M MOLME5_ 
MRI. METCALF 
M118 0ANDV J 
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July hth T.V. Editorial 



For those who insist that Communism is not involved in the chaos presently 
upsetting OUT nation, ve respectii-lly request they consider some of the Red 
Hn-Tes for Revolution. Tliese ere not nev rules hut a repeat of a document ob- 
tained by Allied Forces in Dusseldorf , Germany in 1919 in T:hich the Coaimunists 
OMtlir.ed their plsn for bringing about a revolution. Listen to these rules 
and ask yourself if anything sounds femiliax? 

1. Corrupt the young, get them interested in Bex. Make them super- 
ficialj destroy their ruggedness. 

2. Get control of ell means of publicity, thereby getting people's 
minds off their government by focusing their attention on athletics, sexy 
books end plays and other trivialities. 

3. Divide the people into hostile groups by constantly harping on con- 
troversial matters of no larportance . 

h, Destroy the people's faith in their natural leaders by holding then 
up to contempt end ridicule, 

5- Always preach true democracy but seize power as fast and as ruth- 
lessly as possible. 

6, In the 50 year old copy of Hed Rules for a Revolution: By en- 
couraging government extravagance^ destroy it's credit, produce fear of 
inflation v?ith rising prices general discontent. 

7, Promote unnecessflry strikes in vital industries, encourage civil 
disorders and foster a lenient and soft attitude on the part of government 
toward such disorders, 

8, By specious argument, cause breakdovm of moral virtues, honesty, 
sobriety, continence, faith in the pledged word. 

and finally, cause the registration of firearms on some pretext, with 
a view of confiscating them and leaving the population helpless. 

These are actual quoted statements of a Comnainist document concerning 



rules for bringing about a revolution, confiscated by Allied Forces viay back 
in 1919. 



Frightening isn't it? 
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TO 
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UNITED STATES GO\ ERNMENT 

MemoraTL ^um 



Mr. Bishop 



SUBJECT: 
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DATE: 10/27/70 



lohr 

Srennan, CD. 
^7^^ Cdiahan 




Casper 
Conrad 
Felt — 
Gale 
Rosen 
Tavel 

Soyara 
Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



EQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM BUREAU FILES 



On October 26th, 
called the Bureau and spoke to SA 
Section. 



A^Bfofth 



Franklin, Louisiana, 
the Crime Records 




'said he wanted to know whether or not 

Martin LutherTCing, Jr. , was a member of the Communist Party. 
His reason for asking was that his child was being forced to study 
about King In school. 

^i^^i^^^^was advised that our files were confidentialE^A^ 
and no informaSoi^ouId be provided to him. He said that he intended J 
to write the Directo^oncerning this matter. Bureau files contain / J 
no references to B^^^^^^ 



RE COMM E NDATION: 



For information. 




1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - M. A. Jones 
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Pietsburgh, Pennsylvania' 15119 ^^^*'^ED 



September 3, 1970 



President Richard M. 
White House 
WashiWton 



iKTERNAl 





Mr. ^ 
Mr. 

Mr. Brennan>^.ti. 
Mr, Callaha^ 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt " 
Mr. Gale' 



Mr. Roaeii 
Mr. Tavel _1 
Mr. Walters _ 
Mr. Soyara — 

Tele. Room 

MisB Holmes _ 
Miss Gaody _ 



[ f 'y 

The members of the^^aptist Minister' s Conference in Pittsburgh,^ 
Pennsylvania, wish co express their grave concern relative to 
the recent slander attempt on the character and veracity of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King. The article in Time Magizine and 
other newspapers raises a serious question about a flagrant 
[misuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethics. As you 
probably know this slander attempt was connected with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation's telephone tap of Dr. King. The pur- 
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in- 
vestigation to determine if Dr. KingJaad Communist -affiliations. 
Very little was said about tHe'liegative findings of the F.B.I, 
but much has been said about the other "things" the F.B.I, in 
general and Mr. J. Edgar Hoover in particular heard during 
Dr. King's lifetime. We have waited in vain for some word to 
set the record straight from the office of the Director. In 
the absence of such a word we have no recourse but to suspect 
that all of the above is being done by approval of the F.B.I, 
and perhaps the administration. 



-_J LU <C 

^ in S 



|Mr. President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B, 
seems to be a "privileged person" beyond the reach or control 

lof any person or principle. However, we desire that both you 
and he know that our concern is serious and shall be combined 
with whatever action necessary to maintain the good name of 
our fallen brother who spoke bravely to our Nation and even 
brought her honor by receiving the Nobel Preace Prize. f 





October 12, 1970 



IX-ll 




3231 



orewood, Uisconsin 53211 



DearJ 



Tbe letter from your wife and you to the President was 
referred to this Bureau and received on October 7th. I can readily 
understand the concern that prompted you to write and I would like to 
emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made information 
regarding Martin Luther King available to any unauthorized source 
at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, we have, however , 
disseminated information concerning King on a high level within the 
Executive Branch of the Government. 



Tt-U-m 
Sullivan 

M.illr _._ 

Hi«li.'l> .... . „ 
lUi'miiin. (M), 



ra-^pcr 

Conrad 

FvU 

C.itk- 



HllHCd ...... . 

Tiivi-I ^ 

WiiIhtk . 

Sii.mrs 

Tcit'. Rimm , 

Ifolm.-^ T.- 

*.m'il\ .. 



I would further like to assure you that the FBI does not 

engage in blackmail activities and there is not one shred of truth in the 
allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 

appeared In "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 1969, 
which you may not have liad the opportunity to read. The information 
in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI*s position 
in tills matter. 
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Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoover 
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President Richard M- Nixon 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Mr. President: 



roo 

August 13 « 



Wisconsin 53: 
1970 
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ALL IN 

HEREirilSUNCLASSi'' r- 



Mr. ^l^mfZ^ 

tff. < 

Mr. BremianrCX>- - 
Mr. CBllahan 
Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. Felt _ 
Mr. Gale _ 
Mr. RoBen 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Mis* Gsndy - 



, My wife and I were greatly disturbed by the newspaper 

\ accounts and the article in TIME MAGAZINE concerning what appears 

to be the uncontrolled use of wiretapping to gather information 
j about the personal lives of American citizens. The gathering and 
releasing to the public of information concerning the private life 
of Dr. Martin Luther l^ing by one of the highest ranking members 
of the Executive Department is virtually impossible to understand 
and condone. 

We are both white, past 40, and I am a veteran and a 
member of management in a Milwaukee manufacturing company? we 
could never be classed as "protesters," but when this type of 
Orwellian tactic is brought to light it is frightening, and one 
has to wonder what has happened to our freedom and right to 
individual privacy. Tlris kind of action by our national leaders 
seems to give our young people considerable justification for 
their concern over the integrity of our government. 




In the interests of internal peace and the restoration 
of faith in the integrity of our Federal Government, we sincerely 
hope that the wiretapping of Dr. King's personal telephone con- 
versations is thoroughly and objectively investigated. The damage 
already done to his wife and children can never be ^xgU5QfiL..^' iiJ' — 
isteps should be taken to prevent similar incid^t« jji^tfie /^ture. 

-^"-' i' !liFC~^9 /6 ^ 47^- 3^0elGT ^ t970 

We love this country, but feel that Ganges in govern^ 
mental procedures are becoming more and more disturbing VST^- 
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NashvlXl ej Ten iie&sge 37203 



Dear 

Tour letter to the Attorney General was referred to 
this Bureau and received by Mr. Hoover on October 8th. He asked 
that I assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities 
and there is not one shred of truth in the all^atlon that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

With respect to your comments, he wanted me to enclose 
a copy of a copyrighted article which iqppeared in "The Ev«ilng Star, 
Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had the 
opportunity to read. The Information In this article is a matter of - 
public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. ^ 

He also wished me to most emphatically assure you ttiat 
this Bureau has not made information regarding Martin Luther King 
available to any unauthorized source at any time. - In keeping with the 
FBI's responsibilities, Information concerning King has been dissemi- 
nated on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 




Sincerely yours, 

Helen W. Gandty 
Secretary 



C*nds 
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NasUviiie, iyR!iyyfff^^T503 
(Mailing address only) 

September 22, 1970 
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Mr. Tolson 
Mr. SuUiv 



Mr. Brennf^t; C.D. 



The Honorable John Mitchell 
Attorney General 
The United States 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

Please ask one of your assistants to ansvrer this letter. 

Soon there T"ri.ll be a book on the stands about Martin Luther 
Kirs, This is a statement >rfiich was in TIME Magazine. 

The story said that the -infonnation pertaining to the norals 
^ of Martin Luther King was secured from the FBI . 

It seems the FBI bugged the Hotel and Motel rooms of Martin I \ 
Luther King trying to prove that he was a communist and was against^— ✓ 
the Government of the United States. 

I admit that the FBI has a right to do this. But %*iat right 
has the Chief of the FBI to call in Dr. King and lectiire hijn about 
his morals and threaten him that he woiild make his moral" life known 
if he did not quit talking about the FBI. 



Mr. CallahsD 
Mr. Caaper _ 
Mr. Conrad _ 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavel 
Mr. WalterB _ 
Mr. Soyare _ 
Tele. Room _ 
Mi SB Holmes 
MisB Gcndy _ 



■Gale 3^ 



Are we free? Can the FBI do this to any citizen? . p 

Is it legal for the FBI to make its findings about citizens ■ 



oo 



known to would be authors? _ _ jy ^ 

EX-T12 RECSS z^^^-^ !-- '-0 

Strange to say I heard all this from a man who was close to the 
Johnson Administration and today is closer to the Nixon Administration. 
I never told it because why should I tell something derogatory to ■ ^ 

man's character. -4 0 i^i?^ 3^3 ^ 

Thank God Martin Luther King was not a communist, or that would /^j 
have been told to an the United States and the world. 

correspond] 

I If fib did not leave a clean icral life, I lea ve hi m to the mercy oT 1 

I God and not to the preachments of the FBI. TED. BU. OT INV- 
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INTERNAL SECURITy DIVISION 
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His body is dead and this book is to be published.- I think 
the author has tb^write about Dr. King iiAiat he knows and not what 
he secured from the FBI. 

God bless you. God love you. 



Pray for 



Tour servant. 



r 



CHANGED TO , 



MAR 241971 
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Hayward7Caiiforni^94545 



Dear Mr Attorney General- 



j^^7[cj August 13, 1970 




Mr. F-lt 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. T«vM — 

Ur. Wftltcn- 
Mr. S-yari- 
|.T«tc. Room— 
Mill Hulma. 
MiM GABdr- 



5^-4 - 



I You must expedite a thorough investigation of the J Edgar Hoover- 
pr Martin LutheZ-King hassle about wire taps-King was said to be free of 
subversion by Hoover, but Hoover brought in the "facts" ? that he was j 
sleeping with people other than Mrs King and lecturd him on morals. --^^ ^ 
jls this Mr Hoover's job? Please answer. fl/i^^ 

I So let Hoover explain to you, and you in turn explain to the nation if 
r'catting around" discovered by tapeing & wire tapping is a legitimate 
goal as one of our Justice Depths jobs. If it is, say sol 



I don't know if King engaged in extra marital games, do 
you? William Randolph Hearst, former President Harding and people high 
in Washington D. C. in the past have been suspected of this, so why not 
wire tap these men and women ? I'd like to get a personal answer to 
this letter. 



COPY-.wmc 





G 



Ik 



u 

t ■ ■ - '- J 

mi 
1 1 




r 





ALLINFOFJ/iATIONCO;- 
HEREIN !3':NCLA^'^_ 





r 



5 



J " hn i; .1 .' tc'". 

sr.irjc-tc-n,D, 
hr. Kltchell: 



I ;-rr. writing ycu In :rctest c ;clnst the vwlul 
li '^ustlce tYi-.t acs been drne tjr^ ^^^^ Acarlcsn 
'ecple, ssyacl'lly the wfctta pjcple* I refer 
t'^' the newk tr. t s new ctme cut aticut the 
s-rryTile t/.- 1 ..vrUn Lut.aer i^lfcni lived, 
Cr c:ur3e we p^;;!"! "t;/ t. a.c: Ee/.SJ eiiC u^:.^ t' 

. - ^ - . ■■,;-r^' : r^i 

' ■■ . . i : ■ . . 1.^ - "..u'-. 

::7lr..: in, '.r c :. .:u.:lttln£ ^■.■.ult3ry, Y:u 

J-i.".c3. '- - tl.' t Ji"'^^-^ 
y.>- - ■■ r - f ■ t ho v:- s b" cl:od cif cl 
'-■t -rlL;- t:i^*'F3I o^c-.U3J th-y ir;vestlf ted 
'^-d fcund h'3 w: s living f.= double life, with 
"of-., -.-tr'-. .■.■■r*.t:l ^.If-.irs. -Out vruldn't 
vcu 'think th--t W--S r^-.Uy s-n^Gt.-.lr.r, to use 
t' '^'^ t- keer ■■:3r-i cff th3 F3I * s bTck but let 
the"unsu3rectir.:-. jublLc ■■- ? or. In tha d-rk, 
-r.T I'^t fp- i^nrr^ Tit c:ntlnuo tr wcr^ 'lp him 
' ="3-^^ 1-lrtd '-f ■ -i^- crr.tinue to h-r:'ss 

th*"w'''-lt2 r.*»rl3 ---nd st^nd In 5 rulplt ^:nd 
-r-'-ch the'Gv'^vel el :r.y Srvlcur who died fcr 
■ li r. , V r.3 n:thinr coul-". be iri^re lew 

down'i' in desT.i3lnL such > :.er^--n ' ^; ^'^.T^^'^H 
. ■- ■■ I-- ■■ ;th-rs hi-.es he w' alike If 

I d:;:'lEJii hi::, th^i,, I i^^ll^^'^ hU: ::^:r. n:v;. 
F. ; n: arrrl^r f.r'nf could have been dene, 
tiers n-t if living cr deid, I think that 

-h tplciiry so:;ulc be ir.sde new to every sme- 
ricT on the f-sce cfthls e:.rth, and cll over 
the w-^rl-i. th-t the Justice D^p.-rt?ent weuld 
stsop tc cover up &ndhsrbor such a man, with 

cue-- -r,^-:ledc-e rf ..is life 5nd keep It from 
th»'*--^^le he wrs dcinf ^uch rre'.t h^'TX tc. 
|._: t;..^ ;;i:le he h-.-s done freot 

\h"r's. th't ir.cy never be er- aic^ ted . 
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NOTICE 



Piwsio; 





PLEASE 

DO NOT REMOVE THIS SLIP FROM 
THE ATTACHED CORRESPbNDENCE 
SINCE IT IS A PERMANENT PART OF 
THE RECORD. 

RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 



tlX.\ BU. OF T":CV. 



Mr. Brenntm CD- 
Mr. Callahi 
Mr. Casper 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt, 
Mr. Gale 

^- Tavol 

Mr. WalteiB 

."^Ir. Soyars 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holm. 
Mias Gandy. 
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/0^-/oC^C.7O^ M3b SeptemberSO, 1870 



2^^d*Slt?s1;^Sf ■ ^""^ ^ INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Washlneton. D. C. 20510 H|Rt)N IS UNCLASSIFIED 



My dear Senator: 



HMIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \ 



ToUon _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr 



Bishop 

Htcnnan, C.i>. 
Cnliuhan 
Casper _____ 

Conrad 

KfU 

C.Hlf ______ 

K(i>i-n ._ 

Tawl , , , 

ftlllllTS 

S<)>ars 

Tele. Huom _ 

Hulmcs ._ 

Gundv 



concerning 
referred to 



ilcation to the Department of Justice 

Chicago, Illinois, has been 

mreau ana was received on September 29th. 




In order to enable your constituent to get his facts 
straight and not rely upon irresponsible news media, you may wish 
to tell him that tlie wiretap on Martin Luth e^^g_was ordered 
personally by former Attorney GeneraTHobert Kenhe^y* 

Enclosed Is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared In "The Evening Star,** Washington, D, C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may want to furnish Mr. Mauro. The information 
in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBFs 
position in this matter. 

In accordance with your request, the enclosure you 
furnished is herewith returned. 



MAILED 24 

SEPG01S70 



COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J- Edcrar Hoover 
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NOTE: We have enjoyed friendly relations in the 
Percy (R-Illinois). Bufiles contain no record of 
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■^f. M9A1 

Mr./ ' 
Mr/frenfian CD- 
Mr. CnlUhan. 
Mr. CiiRper — 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, ^ , 

^CnUcb Pieties &enmte 

Respectfully referred to: 5£P 1 ^ - 

Justice Department 
RECEIVED >?-^CEiVt^P 

SEP 1 0 1970 

INTFRNU StCUHllV mSlOli 




Mr. Walters- 

Mr. S r.-Ars _ 

Tele. Room_ 
Miss H jlmes. 
Miss Gandy^ 




SEP10197D 

CRMNAL SECTION 



Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and-oflmmunications, 
•ation of the 

2r findings and views. ln/06 - lOlc^no- j^ t J-^S 



requesTecf. 



?^^f^^f8"°' along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 

]ORK£S. m 
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August 16, 1970 



Dear Mr, Percy, 

You* re probably aware of an alledged wire tap put on the late 
Dr. M. Tu. King, Jr. The wire tap was to have been placed by 
J.E. Hoover according to time maga zine. 



Now if this insidious wire tap was placed, then Mr. Hoover 
should not be in his present position. Would you kindly let me know 
when or if you shall insist upon a Congressional investigation in 
Ithis matter ? 





ALLINFORMATIOrJCnriTAINE^ 
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CldcciiO, Illinois 60G03 
rear Sir: 



ALLINFOFl'/ATiT'CONTWK'Lb 
HEREIN IS;.M0[.'7oTiED \ 



Notwithstanding the unwarrantod personal attacis on 
me in your letter of Scptcmbor 17th to the Attorney General v/hich. 
T;as referred to this Bureau and received on Feptomber 22nd, I can 
emphatically assure you the FBI has not niade information re^rc^n^ 
irartin Luthor Kins available to any unauthorised cource. In keeplns 
Trltli cur recponEibilitlGS, t?© have, hov/evor, disseminated informatloa 
ccaccrnins ICin^ on a hi^h-lcvel basis wit!±i the Executive Branch cf 
tlio Government. Faru:ormore, this Bureau does not encase in 
fclacl-n^all acMvities and there Is not one shred of trutli in the allega- 
Uon that ivlartin Luther Kin^ v;as blaclanallod by the FBI. 

Insofar as ycur comnents resarc-in^ "the arro^iut 
infiltration of tiie National Council of Churches by Hoover's mea for 
tl-^e ostsnsible purpose of chedrinrj Conamunlst thought in the clergy" 
are concerned, I can only presume you are referring to recent press 
ai--':iclos riuotin:^ S- leader of a rcIi:r'C;'iis organisation t-^t tlie FBI 
plaiited "agents" ia his church. For your inforroation, these claims 
are ccmpletely unfounded and erroneous and this Bureau has never 
issued an apology to anyone \rtth respect to this as none is due. 



fMILED 24 

SEP 2 3 1970 



COMM-FBI 



Very truly yours, 

J. Edgai Hoover 

John Edsar Hoover ' 
Director 



1 - Chicago - Enclosure 
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HRH:jls (4) " SEE, NOTE. PAGE TWO 
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NOTE: Bufiles disclose no prior correspondence to JJHfp however^ 
by letter 5/8/62 to the Attorney General he made uncomplimentary 
remarks about the Bureau regarding a steel dispute and by letter to the 
Director 1/4/63 he alleged Bureau Agents had contacted the University 
of Wyoming in connection with a communist speaker who was to appear 
on that campus. In his letter of 1/4/63 he claimed the source of his 
information regarding such a contact was a sta tement supp osedly 
made by Justice Douglas of the Supreme Court.|H^B|^/4/63 letter 
was not acknowledged and inquiry did not disclos^usnce Douglas had 
made such a statement or that University of Wyoming officials were 
contacted as alleged by 
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icago, Illinois 606< 
C) September 17, 1970 
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Jlfr. £<%yr.rs 
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Mr. John Mitchell 

Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D* C» 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 



This letter is written in complaint with the way 
things are going on in your Department. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
H£E£IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



o 



o 



id 



One thing I specifically object to is the belated 
revelation of intercepted telephone conversations allegedly — .(^ 
made by the lat e Martin Luthe^^ing, Jr. If these revelations V 
of his activities with another woman are true, they should ^ ^ 
have been revealed at the time. Over and above that, it 
is none of your business to be spying on other people's 
activities, be they proper or improper. For this self- 
acclaimed hero named J. Edgar Hoover to reveal these things 
about a man after he is dead and buried, is the mark of a 
jdog in the manger rather than a dedicated public servant. 
The Lord advised us that the one without sin should cast 
the first stone. Let these operators in your Department, 
who feel they are so pure as to reveal things like this, 
examine their own consciences before they start to attack 
a man who did more in his lifetime theUi any of them ever 
will, and is now passed away. 

I am also annoyed at the arrogant infiltration of the 
National Council of Churches by Hoover'' s men for the 
ostensible purpose of checking Communist thought in the 
clergy. It is none of* your business to check up on the 
"thought of anybody. I read that there had been an apology. 
Ion the part of the FBI because of these actions.' I would 
^be' happier if those' responsible would be revealed and their, 
punishments publicized. I have an uneasy feeling that what 
has happened is a reminder to these bureaucrats who do things 
like this to be careful in the future not to get caught. 



...... , ^'■'^ 
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Mr. John Mitchel 
Page 2 



September" 17, 1970 



That's about all I can say for now. I would like to 
' suggest some way of keeping Agnew quiet, but that is not 
your department. His outrageous and ill-mannered comments 
5ire really not subject for Government inquiry. The people " 
in their good sense (the silent majority that Mr. Nixon * 
talks so much about) have the best means of taking care of 
a small caliber annoyance like this. That means is the 
election which this fall will provide people with the 
opportunity to pass judgement on people like Agnew. And, 
of course, in 1972 he can be disposed of politically. It 
is probably better to live with him and his arrogance rather 
than take any Governmental action. 
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• UNITED STATES C^X'ERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO : MR. c. D. BRENNj 



FROM : MR. G. C. MOO] 



- Mr, W; . Sullivan 

- Mr. C. D. Brennan 

- Mr. Bishop 

DATE: August 18, 1970 

- Mr. G. C. Moore 

- Mr. C. E. Enright 

- Mr. Glass ^ '. 



SuMivan 

IfBftinan. CD 
CBllshan 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER" KING, JR. 




Casper 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Roeen _ — 

Tavel . 

Walters „ 
Soyars . ..- 
Tele. Boom 
Kolmea „ 
Candy 



To advise )ou of further attacks on the Director as a result 
of an erroneous Time magazine article regarding the Director and King. 

Time in its 8/17/70 issue, contained an article falsely 
reporting that when King met with the Director on 12/1/64 the 
Director used wiretap information on King's immoral conduct to 
pressure King into toning down his criticism of the FBI. To protect 
King's image, three of King's associates who accompanied him on 
12/1/64 have publicly denied that the Director did what Time accused 
him of, but they and their associates have obntinued to use the 
information to attack the Director. Jesse"si^ckson of Chicago, a 
national official of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
King's organization, has been particularly vituperative in his 
attacks on Mr. Hoover and has called for the President to fire thi 



Director. 



^1 



Attached is a newspaper article from the Chicago Daily 
News 8/13/70 indicating that a teacher in the Chicago schools has 
obtained signatures of over 100 prominent Chicago people on a petition 
demanding that President Nixon fire the Director and that the Director 
publicly apologize for disclosures he reportedly used to pressure King. 



eferences 




Las no additional information about the petition but 
is conducting a discreet investigation to ascertain who is behind the 
petition, including the possibility i't is Jackson. I t appears doubt- 
ful that Mrs. Beach did this on her own. /oO'(c 7^- .J35_J^ V 
OBSERVATIONS I ' REC 18 to OCT 31 1970 



By a separate memorandum, a mass media item has been pre- 
pared, pointing up the unfairness sind deceit uf these— continuing 
attacks in the face of public denials by all of King's associates who 
accompanied him on 12/1/64 that the Director applied such pressure on 

cS?!?^ J ^^^^ ™° 



Memorandum G. C. Moore to C. D. Brennan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
5^-5 100-106670 



ACTION: 

You will be furnished any pertinent information 
developed by the Chicago Office regarding who was behind 
this petition. ^y^^ 





(Mount Clipping In Spor* Bolow) 



'Dastardly' attack on King 

TOO prominent Chicagoans 
ask Nixon to^ire Hoover 



Mr. Tot-^ft 

Mr. Eu-nv.-in 

Mr. Mv ; r • 

M ■ — 

Mt-. C: Ual an 

Mr, C.'-M"'" 

Mv. ■ - 
Mr. --' It - 
Mr. Oi-.l? 
Mr. K'-'-n . - - - 
Mr. Ta ■ " 
Mr. Wn-terr.. — 
Mr. r. .yars . — 

Tele. ^"11" 

Miss Hvit:it^3_-^ 
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By Arthur Gorlick 

A petition signed by more 
than 100 prominent Chi^goans 
— including Mrs. Gale^yers 
, and top jazz musician Ramsey 
r^*wis — has been sent to Pres- 
ident Nixon demanding he fire 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

The petition also calls on 
Hoover to make an immediate 
public^ apology for disclosures 
that Ke reportedly used infor- 
mation obtained by wiretap- 
ping 6n the telephone of the 
iate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
to pressure the civil rights 
leader into toning down his 
criticism of the FBI. 

The wiretapping allegedly 
uncovered information about 
Dr. King's extramartital activ- 
ities. 

HOOVER reportedly con- 
fronted Dr. King with the wire- 
tap traifscripts during their 
heavily jpublicized 1964 meet- 
ing and threatened to use them 
against him if he didn't ease 
up his attacks on the FBI. 




Mrs. Sayers Lccvls 



Hoover's "recent character 
assassination" of Dr. King, the 
petition says, "was a das- 
tardly, devastating act done 
with the releasing of supposed- 
ly confidential information." 

"Dr. King's privjite life had 
nothing to do with the tre- 
mendous impact he has had on 
all of our lives," the petition 
continues. 

"Mr. Hoorer's acij can cause 
an even more serioiis polariza- 
tion of our count;,'. If he is 
allowed to remain in his 
present post, the last bastion 
of law that we trust is now in 
jeopardy." 



THE PETmON was circu- 
lated through the South Side's 
moderately well-to-do Jackson 
Park Highlands community by 
Mrs. Roscoe Beach, a master 
teacher in the Chicago schools, 
and includes the name^ of nu- 
merous prominent blal;k and 
white physicians, cle|*gymen 
and lawyers, and at Iq^ist one 
high school principal. 

Mrs. Beach said she obtained 
the names on the petitim 
during four hours of knocking 
on dooi^ of her neighbors. 

"I had to do it," she said. 
"Nobody speaks for us. We 
don't belong to organizations 
with leaders who can make 
statements that get public at- 
tention. But we had to let 
people know how terrible we 
feel about this. 

"If he (Hoover) doesn't ^ave 
any respect for Uie millioias of 
people like us who reveie the 
unfulfilled dreams of JXartin 
Luther King, be should at least 
consider his widow and his 
children and his father." 
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,_CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 



CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 



iM... 8-13-70 

. BLUE STREAK 

A u.., -ARTHUR GORLICK 
' ROY M. FISHER 
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MARTIN LTITIIER KING 



' 100-35356 

("linmifi.-ii'ii-ii; 

Sul-nuil..wi I. fTl -f CHICAGO 



J -.. hL.. J 

FBI — CHICAGO I 
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September SO, 1970 





MAILED 24 

StP3 01970 



Dear Mr. Gbrummoo: 

In reply to your letter of September 21sty I would 
like to emphatically assure yoa that this Bureau has not made 
Information regarding Martin Lather King available to any 
ottui&orized source at any time. Sa keeping with our responsl- 
bllitieSy we have, however, disseminated information concerning 
King on a high level within ttie Sxecutive Branch of the Government 

Sincerely yours, 
1. Bdgai Hooveff 



COMMfBl 





SlIlivH 
Hohr 



Bishop I 

Brenvan. CD. 
Callahu 



Caper 

ComtwA 



regarding 
Bur^u. 

JBT:iiils (3) l/ 

1? >ir 



s disclose prior limited correspondence with 

t-outgoing 9/l6/7(7m response to his letter 
efed blackmailing of Martin Luther King by the 
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Springfield. Illinois 62704 



i f r 



Sept 21 



1/ 



Dear ^r. hoover; - 



TbanV you very nuc:h for your letter and insert concerning 
Martin Luther -^inr-. This clears up your authority 
for wiretapping. 

But my main question isitill unanswered: Why did the 
FBI reveal the fact (if it is e fact ) of Dr, lying's 
[ illicit sex life Y 

Of course there are thousands of very prominent people 
in illicit sex ( which is a disgrace to ioaerioa) t*ut 
it seems to me that the FBI has no right to reveal these 
episodes, even if in the course of other investigations 
these are accidently uiscovered, no right to reveal 
this sort of thing even to/the office of the president, 
yor if such Juicy gossip once leaves your files, there is 
sure to be a leaic. 

Why did you -n^gl t>**'i^gj^«pe^ facts about_I)r:^in£» 



Mr. ToltoiLk^ 
Mt. SiiUiviS3_ 

Mr.Bre 



Ifr. Callai^ 

Mr. Casper. 
Mr. Conrmd_^ 
ytir. Pelt 
Mr. Gale 





r. TavflL 



Mr. W«}teim_ 
Mr. Soyan___ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holme i 
Miss Gandy^ 
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Bifhop _____ 
Brcnnan. C.D. 

Callahan 

CanptT 

Conrad 

Fell 

Gale 

Riihcn 

Tavcl . 

*)lllCTk ____ 

SoyurK ^___ 

Tele Riiom 

llulmrh 

Gandv „_^_ 




Your letter addressed to President Nixon, with 
enclosure, has been referred to the FBI and was received on 
September 18th. 

I would like to emphatically assure you that^hls 
Bureau has not made information regarding Martin LuthefjKing 
available to any unauthorized source at any timeT In keeping wKET 
our resnonsihilitieR, we have, however, disseminated Information 
concerzilng King on a high level within the Executive Branch of 
the Government, iwould further like to assure you that the FBI 
does not engage in blackmail activities and there is not one shred 
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, 0. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The iiiforma 
tion in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI*s 

pncH^op in th,^*' mstter. 



MAILED 24 

St?231970 

COMM-FBi 



Sincerely yours, 



?. Edgai Hoover 




Enclosure 



NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not 
identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosure to her letter is a copy of a Carl T. 
Rowan column concerning; -the King controversy, . 
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PEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



August 16, 1970 




MR. WALTERS 
MR. SOV ARI _ 
MR. JONES 



TELE. ROOM . 
MISS HOLMES 



MRS. METCALF 
MISS a ANDY 



President Nixon 

White House urKr"" !0 f '• ■ 
Washington, D- C. 

Dear President Nixon: {^^^ 

I The enclosed article by Carl T. 
Rowan appears nauseating to me, 

I feel J. Edgar Hoover is above 
black^mailing any_body. 

r ^ I would like J. Edgar to make a statement on 
jthis accusation, also just how such statements on 
[Luther King were made^ I have always felt the F.B.I, 
office could do no wrong; that they were highly 
respectable. 

If J. Edgar were to leave the FBI, I surely 
hope & pray the reason is other than Rowan suggest. 

Wishing you success in all your endeavors, 
Chicago, 111. 
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Mr, Buniv«n„ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr, Bish'^P ..— - 
Mr.BrennnnCD. 
Mr. CftlUhBn-. 
Mr, CiiBpcr.«. 
Mr. Conrad ... 
Mr, FeU^._ 
Mr, Oa]9.....__ 
Mr. RrBon— 
Mr, Tavpl 

Mr, Wftlteri 

Mr, fi'>>K!'i._ 
Tele, Room._„ 
Mill Htilmei^ 
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The nub of the King-Hoover dispute 




Rowan 



By Carl T. Rowan 

WASHINGTON - There is a sort of 
unwritten rule in this town that joumal- 
ists don't write about 
the sexual peccadilloes 
of prominent public of- 
ficials. 

In this town where 

not much hanky-panky 
goes undetected, that 
gentleman's (?) agree- 
ment has kept many a 
philanderer's political 
career from goiii^ up 
in the smoke of his 
wife's divorce court anger. 

For this unwritten rule permits the 
really top political figures to shack up 
and ship out without their constituency 
ever getting a whiff of scandal— unless 
the poor kJuck is dumb enough to smoke 
in bed and set the motel afire. 

But that gentleman's agreement 
apparently does not apply, even post- 
humously, to a man like Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King. So certain characters keep 
oozing into public print the kind of sa- 
lacious gossip about King that they only 
whisper about carousing White House 
occupants and aspirants. 

TIME MAGAZINE has now put into 
[print some six-year-old gossip about 
I what allegedly occurred when King bad 
;his celebrated confrontation with FBI 
: Di£ £ctor£^ Edgar Hoover in 1964. 



Time says: *'Hoover. . .explained to 
King just what damaging private detail 
he had on the tapes and lectured him 
that his morals should be those befitting 
a Nobel Prize winner. He also sug- 
gested that King should tone down his 
criticism of the FBI. King took the ad- 
vice. His decline in black esteem follow- 
ed. . . 

This will surely please those who 
hated King and everything he espoused 
and who waged an incessant campaign 
of character assassination even wliile 
he was aliTO. 

It will also anger many blacks who 
knoif that King was a puritan compared 
with some Washington characters who 

enjoy the protection of the press' gen- 
tleman's agreement. 

SOME OF KING'S aides deny Time's 
version of the Hoover-Kng con- 
frontation. They say there was no men- 
tion of King's personal life. 

Perhaps not. But I know for & iact 
that what Time printed was fed, by the 
FBI, to dozens of cmgressmen. espe- 
cially, those who detested King's light 
against racism and segregatitm. I know 
absolutely that FBI agents went to 
many new^aper editors to whisper the 
same dirt. 

Son^e of my colleagues who know of 
the campaign to destroy King*s reputa- 
tion have expressed amazement that 
more of this kind of dirty business has 



not taken place. 

BUT THE ISSUE of overriding na- 
tional importance is not whether King 
engaged in extramarital sexua! activi- 
ties. That is a personal matter which in 
no way aflecls the national welfare. Nor 
is there any point in arguing about 
whether Time should have printed this 
old gossip. 

The critical question is whether this 
society is going to permit public offi- 
cials who tap telephcmes and bug hotel 
rooms to blackmail the victims of their 
spying. 

And let it be clear that Time has ac- 
cused Hoover of blackmailing King. 

If Hoover can do this out of personal 
pique, why cannot some other official 
use wiretap and bugging data lor pohti- 
cal blackmail? Or to extort mmey? 
What is to stop officials from spreading 
dirt out of pure malice? 

AND THAT IS why no free society 
ought to blindly approve new author- 
itys for spying on the private lives of 
its citizens. Or let the Army and other 
bureaucracies start computerizing their 
stockpiles of dirt and gossip. 

And that is also why naming a new 
FBI director will be one of the most 
important presidential appointments of 
this generation — assuming someone 
comes along in this generation with the 
c(Hirage to let J. Edgar Hoover retire. 
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September 22, 1970 
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Bellevue, Washington 98005 

Your letter to the Attorney General has been 
referred to this Bureau and was received on September 17th. 

With respect to your comments, I would like to 
assuire you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this 
Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. p 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
inf orma tion in this article is a matter of public record regarding 



COMM.FBf 



's position in this matter. 
3 Sincerely yours, 
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^If^iar Hoover 
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August 16, 1970 



Attorney General John Mitchell 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Attorney General Mitchell- 



The story which has recently appeared In the news 
regarding the invasion of Dr. Martin Luther King's privacy by 
the F.B.I, in the form of wiretaps and listening devices and 
the subsequent blackmail of Dr. King by J. Edgar Hoover is 
a shocking one. 

This incident should be immediately investigated by 
an independent committee and, if there is truth in the story, 
J. Edgar Hoover should be immediately removed from his post. 
What more dangerous and un-American act could there be than 
the use of secret police tactics to stifle the activities and 
freedom of a great American leader. 

Sincerely yours. 



Mr. CallBhan™. 
Mr. Casper 

Mr. Ci'TiiJid — 
Fit 




Tavel 

Mr. Walters, 
Mr. S-yars..., 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Hulin«i- 
Miss Qmnif—. 





Bellevue, Wash. 98005 
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September 2, 1970 

86 I M)-l0U']O -^J'S^> 

Honorftble Peter H. Domlniek 
United States Senate 
Wa3hlx^ton, D. C. 20510 



My dear Senator: 

Your letter of August 27ih and the enclosed copy or 
a letter from your constituent in Boulder, Colorado, have been 
received. 

In response to your inquiry, I can assure you that 
the FBI does not engage In blackmail activities. Also, tbere Is 
not one shred of truth In the allegation that this Bureau black- 
mailed Martin Luther King. 

Enclose^ is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in The tveain^ Star,' \^ashln5ton, D. C, on June Ifi, 
IfiCd, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



SEP 2 -1970 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yoors» 



J. Edgai, Hoover 
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NOTE: Senator Dominick (R-Colorado) is on the mailing list to receive 
the Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. He enclosed a copy of a letter from 
an unidentified constituent which contains unfounded allegations against 
the FBI based on recent false information appearing in Time Magazine 
article . 
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HAI-PH VAMOHMMH, 
JENNINGS NANDOLPH. W. VA. 
HANKJSON A. WILLIAMS, JR., N-l. 
CLAIBORNE FELL. R.l. 
E-'IAARD M. KENNCOT. MASS, 
OAVLOKD NELSON, WIS. 
WALTER r. MONQALE. MINN. 
THOMAS r. EASLITON. MO. 
ALAN CRANSTON, CAL.IP. 
HAROLD E. HUBMES, IOWA 



TKX., CHAIRMJif 
JACOa K. A 



^1. 

WINSTON L.' TV, 1^, 

rCTKR H. SObiirttCK, COU. 
SEORGE MURPHT. CALIF. 
RICHARD S. SCHWCIKCN, PA. 
WILUAM SAKW. OHW 
RAU<M T. SMITH, lUL. 



MOaERT O. KARRIS, 
MMN S. FORSmiC, 



STAFF DIRECTOR 
OCMRAL CeUNWL 
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COMMITTCCON 
LABOR AND PUBLIC WCLFARE 

WASHINOTON, D.C. 20S10 



August 27, 1970 




Mr. auUivai, 

'fci kU'V^^ 
Mr.Brpr.Tn!IKcB_ 

Mr. Cul]ahan_ 

Mr. Casp-jr 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 
Mr, Gale 
Mr. Tcsei 
Mr. Taver. 
Mr. V/alter8_ 
Mr. S:)yar8._ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes- 
Uiis Gandy. 




Congressional Liaison 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. ^ 

Dear Sir: / ,, 



/ 



Enclosed is a copy of a letter from a constituent, I am con- 
cerned over the report of alleged coercion of Mr. King by the 
FBI and I would appreciate any information you could give me 
regarding this. 



Best regards. 
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Sincerely, 



Peter H. Dominick 
United States Senator 
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n(\ Boulder Colorado 

* - ' ^\JGZ5 ^^"^^ August 1970 



Dear Senator Oo&intck: 



The RIGHT of the people to be secure In person SHALL NOT 

be violated..*.,».4th Amendment to the Constitution 



I Time magazine. • ."J. Edgar Hoover explained to Martin L. King just 

what Private detail hA had on tapes suggested 

that King should tone down his criticsm of Ffil««** 

Denver Post»»*"I know absolutely that FBI agents went to many 
I newspaper editors to whisper the same dirt that 

Time published" 

The RIGHT o£ the people to be secure In person SHALL WT 

be violated 4th Amendment to the Constitution 



I Spokesmn for the FBI* " No Comment" 

Sorry Mr Senator, No Comment Is just not good enough for We, the People 
in this instance •••••we ^ave had some serious discussions about the 
seemingly constant erosion of the rights o£ the individual«..«This is 
an overt violation and seemingly no one Is speaking out or doaing 
-one daoin thing about it* 

Where do the people go tb get the warning whistle blown on the 

forcible suppression of opposition We need it blown loud and 

dearly**.** 

iMany of us really believe our form of government is the best... This 
[incident makes us Vomit...... 

Try to explain democracy to our children in terms wlththis item...* 
Try to defend democracy against other forms with this item... 
Try to have faith « pay taxes, support government, support J. Edgar 

with this item 

The right of the people to be secure in PERSON. SHALL NOT BE VIOLATED. 

Many of us would like tohear frop you on this Itea..* 



Hi 



Att#0*?MATIOMCONTAi,N£D 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \ 



September 17, 1970 





I received your letter on September 15th. With 
respect to your comments, T can assure you the Information to 
which you referred «ras not released by this Bureau. Information 
concerning the aUeged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of 
Department of Justice regulations regarding all matters of a ' 
confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

7. Ef^^rar H(x>var 
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Bigr Spring, Texas 79720 
Sept. 9, 1970 



Mr, Tolitnn 

Mr. SnlliTan 

Mr. Mbbf 

Mr. Callal 
Mr. Casper- 
Mr. Conrad. 

Mr. Pelt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Waltera. 
Mr. Soyars__ 
Tele. Room_ 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy_ 



Mr, J« Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ■ 
Ninth Street & Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr, Hoover f 




Soon after the death of Martin Luther King there was an 
article in the Lubbock Avalanche Journal implying that Mr, 
Martin Luther King was a communist and that many of his 
speeches had been written by known canmunist. The article 
indicated that the news release came frcm your office. Do 
you have any information you would share with me confirming 
this ? ^ 



Sincerely yours ^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
•HEREIN IS UNCUSSIFIED 

OATE^i^i^BYSMtoiii. 
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th Bristol, Maine 04568 



Dear 





Till Klin _ 
Sullivan 

Bliilir 

HiKhi>|i _ 



Hn-niijiii. CD, 

f:ii!lahuFi 

Cuf-pi-r 

CoiiraJ 

Fell ______ 

Culc 

Tuvcl 

So\ Mrs 

Tele. Ki.om 

Holmt's 

Gaudy . 




T ,j . received your letter of September 14th. 

I would Lke to assure you that the FBI does not engage to 
bUckmall activities and there Is not one shred of ti^h In the 
allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin 

Enclosed is a c<»y of a copyrlehted arUfiie ^\i\n}^ 

IgGTwHi^i ""^ ^'"^ SUr7washiS?Dn:!f S jLtl9. 
1969, wMch you may not have had an opportunity to read. 

Siocerely yours, 
7. Edgaz Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles ^ow nothing pertinent regarding correspondent. 
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South Bristol, Maine 
J3'7(C^ 04568 



September Ih 1970 



J- Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Inve.-tigatlon 
Washington D.C. 



Dear Vlt, Hoover; 



Mr. T''''Ti 




Mr. C.-^W^an. 

Mr. Cta^*eT 

Mr. O'lraJ... 

Mr. F*it 

Mr. Grle 

Mr. Rfspn 

Mr. Tft'"!! 

Mr. W«lteri_ 

Mr. J _ 

Telt. Koom 

Miu G«ndy_ 



Asking, please, for my own infomatlon, andl^ecause sonething 
I of the reputation of my Iste friend Martin Luthef K ing Jr.. and a grest 
" deal of your own reputation seems to be at stake 

How much truth is there in the report which I read in the 
weekly church bulletin of the Berkeley First baptist Church, as 
follows: 

"The Time magazine revelation that the r.B.I, uncovered 
through wire taps, instances of marital infidelity on the part of 
IKsrtin Luther King Jr. several yc.-^rs ago and that J. Edgar Hoover 
faced King with this fact and asked him to back down in his 
criticism of ^he F.B.I." 

The note concludes with the suggestion: 

("It would be reassuring, wouldn't it, if Hoover would finnly 
deny the whole thing." 

I, for one, would greatly appreciate your statement about the 
tnith or falsity of this matter. co 

^^"'V'HuO Sincerely yours. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Provo, Utah 84601 

In reply to your letter of September 11th, this Bureau 
does not have any material for distribution regarding Martin Lather ying 
which would be pertinent to your studies and it would not be proper for 
me to suggest an approach as to your study of him. 

With respect to your comments, information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliattons of Martin LutherKing, whether sub- 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice 
regulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature. However, 
I can tell you that at a press conference on November 18, 1964, I 
stated that he was the most notorious liar In the country. I did so 
because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
i' — -handling civil rights investigations in the South. 




Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. 
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September 11. 1970 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth at Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C, 



Dear Sir; 



Last seme ster in ^y^^Kt^KK/K^K^^^^^ 

^i*-^® students engaged in discussion groups concerning 

the rhetoric of black spokesmen. We studied, among several others, 
W. E, B, Dubois, Booker T, Washington, Balph Bunche, Adam Clayton 
Powell, Martin Luther King, Eldredge Cleaver, Malcomb X, Mayor 
Gordon Hatcher and Dr. Leon Sullivan. We were particularly interested 
in following the changes from the mild rhetoric o£ Washington to the 
present black rhetoric in which certain characteristics are identifiable 
with all revolutionary rhetoric. 



Martin Luther King figures as a trend influence in the shaping 
of ideas among both blacks and whites. His speeches seem noteworthy; ^ 
indeed as I study them I can find nothing objectionable. They are a / 
source of inspiration for cooperative efforts between peoples. However, \\^ 
my colleagues and 1 are disturbed because we keep running into hearsay 
and some material from students indicating that King was a Communist, 
a lier, and a repeatedly unfaithful husband. Consequently, we seek 
your help in giving us whatever material you can concerning this man. 
I have heard that Hoover, himself, called King a lier, yet I have no 
proof. 



What is the best approach to a study of this man, and his speeches, 
who has become a hero to both black and white. Are we to discredit him 
totally or are we to take his speeches at f; 



Please send me pubticiti'ins, bibliographies and su'^gestions^ ""^ 
concerning this dilemma. 

loSEPlSi 1970 



Sincerely yours. 
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BERNARD S. X£E V. CLARSKCE M. KELLET. EX AL. 
(U.S,D,C., D.C-) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHSOl CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERiWCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARa?CE M. KELLEy, ET AL (U.S.D.C.. D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 



Serial 3 4 pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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On September Otj^^eceive^to^opy of the letter 

addressed to the President by flHU^HHIP^ ^ 

would like to emphatically assur^SnRSnB^eureau has not 
made Informatioa regarding Martin Luther King available to any 
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi- 
bilities, we have, however, disseminated Information concerning 
King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

X would iurther like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage In blackmail activities. Also, there Is not one shred 
of truth In the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C, on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information In this article Is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBl*s position in this matter. 

T; ' ' " 

Sincerely yours. 



Ji Edgat HdoveC 
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Pittsburgh y Pexmfiy 



September 3, 1970 



President Richard M. 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. President: 



Nixon 



Ml 

HEREIN IS •••■ - /.: 



- -'El 




Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Galla| 
Mr. Casi 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr,- Felt — ^ 

jftn ^.sAi 



Sir. T«»d 

Mr. Walter* 

Mr. Soyar* 

Tdc Itooni 

Miss Holmes — 



The mexabers of the l^HBHBHBB Conference In Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, wish to express their grave concern relative to 
the recent slander attexspt on the character and veracity of the 
late Dr. Martin Luthe r; King. The article in Tlioe Magizlne and 
other newspapersTralses a serious question about a flagrant 
misuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethics. As you 
probably know this slander attempt was connected with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation's telephone tap of Dr. King. The pur- 
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in- 
vestigstlcr. tc deterwlae If Dr. King had ComDunlst affiliations. 
Very little was said about the negative findings of the F.B.I, 
but much has been said about the other "things'* the F.B.I, in 
general and Mr. J. Edgar Hoover In particular heard during 
Dr. King's lifetime. We have waited in vain for some word to 
set the record straight from the office of the Director. In 
the absence of such a word we have no recourse byit to suspect 
that all of the above Is being done by approval of the F.B.I, 
and perhaps the administration. 



Mr. President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B.I, 
seesis tc b£ a "ptivlleged person" beyond the reach or control 
of any person or principle. However, we desire that both you 
and he know that our concern is serious and shall be combined 
with whatever action, necessary to maintain the good name of 
our fallen brother who spoke bravely to our Nation and even 
brought her honor by receiving the Nobel Preace Prize. 

REC 46 . - / jr.-' 70 -3Sy TjJ 
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Sullivan 
Mohr 



Btonnan. C.D 

CBllahan 

CaHpcT 

Cowrw) 




tSrai ^5-/75 7^7- y I September 16, 1970 ^| 



On September 14th I recelTed your letter which 
was addressed to me at our Springfield Office. 

With respect to your comments^ I would like to 
emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made informa- 
tion regarding Martin Lothex Kine available to any unauthorlxed 
sources at any time, in iceeping with our responsibilities, we < 
have, however, disseminated information concerning King on 
a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

I would further like to assure you that the FBI 

does not engage in blackmail activities and there Is not one shred 
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Lather 
King.- 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in ^'The Evening Star,** Washington, D. C. » on Jime 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an c^portunlty to read, tlie 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



IhlAILEO 8 

SEF16197C 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
T. Edirar Hoov^ 



Kttclosnre 




X: 



1 " Springfield - Enclosure C\ 

Reurlet 9/9/70. Copy of letter from correspondent enclosed 
event you did not maintain copy for your files. 

^ SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. 
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UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT 

\^ ' Memorandum 

TO :D3RKCT0R, FBI 



date: 9/9/70 




rSPRIHOPIELD (62-0) 



SUBJECT 




sprmgrieid^ Illinoie 6270k 
UPORMATIQN liONCERinTO 




fiiclosejyiAjewlth is tha original of a letter 
received from J|Blf dated 9/U/70. He Is identified in 
files of the SpringTield Diviaion aa having prevloualy 
corresponded with the Bureau. *«u»iy 



w ^ ^ ^^^^ questions posed byjHH^^^ it !« 

relieved that his correspondence should no^^SBlwledged 
and it is not being acknowledged by the Springfield Division. 




I9;d 




- Bureau (&ie. 1) ~~- — 

- Sprlngfl«l<J (62-0) 
CVfO/nr 

(3) 

B$o V.S. S^inis B<mM J^gmlarij wn the ^ 



c r 




Uemo -J • iidear Hoover 

Re- iuartin Luther king, Jr. 

Returning! frcan Vacation, I have read about the FBL and 
Dr. King, in the TIAIE for August 17. 

If the facts ia th.s article are sbbstantially true*,., 

1- t/hy does the FBI bug a private citizen? 

2- Why make public his sex life? 

3- rfould you have made public the sex life of a Senator 
or business man, especially if a Republican. 
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September 15, 1970 
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^1 




Ti.lf.L-n _ 

Suliivan 

Wohr 

_ — Bishop _ 




Birmingham, Alabama 35215 
Dear 




Your letter was received on September 10th and 
In reply to your inquiries, Information concerning the alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther mng, whether substantiated 
or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice regula- 
tions regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I have never 
publicly stated that he was a communist. 

I very much appreciate your kind remarks concerning 
my direcUoa ol the FBI and it is my hope our future efforts will con- 
tinue to merit your, approval. 



Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgaz Hoover 



•r: 



/.:ailed 22 

■ .i. ij7u 

COMM-FBI 



ALL INFOPMf.T'GN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ■: ■ ".^^ --IE!) 
DATE^/-y7- -B '5 NJMiML 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of coriespondent. 



.,, Brcntlan, CD. 
r Callahan 

X Cb-.|J(.T 

Contad 
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Sir. a-^ AlabcjTa 3:>21:j 

September h, 1970 



ilr. J, ZCiZ^T !'oover, Director 
7edc.ral Bureau ox Investigation 
'ias/dngton, D, G. 

Deer Ilr. I'oovor: 



LiTod'.r.tely icllo:ri.n:; the death of I'^rtj.n Luther TjJ. C* narr/ people, in- 
ducing lii-h ,-ovcm:-iont orriclal:;/ pr'. clai. cd hi:', to be c naticnal hero 
and, ir. fac":., .■\^r.o a ■:art:T cf It socr-is that a concerted errort is ^ 

bein^ .:ade tovrard ;:::%-lug \ih\i rc: .cr.bered as l £reat national hero anC leader 
fcr the better.^.ent of rianlind. 



Articles have ap^-)earcd in the press quoting you as stating that Ian£ vras 
associated, or affiliated, -.dth Corr.unist-baolred organisations or aotiv:.t\es. J\ 

Zovld you vlpa .'O r?T:i'nieh • c -ritli inrorr::tion bearing: out the fact ';:'.at I'ing^ ' 
ras asjoiiatcd Ti;.'.. t -__:e ■:r^a:J.'- ations or activities. : J.so, _^if ircorible, X g ^ 
"ould ■:r:cir,te :"'r Trrnij" "_n~ no ■■:ith photostatic copies of press articles ^ 
relating" to Tang's activities in this re:;ard. 



f 



I -.:ould lihe to tahe this opport'inity to tharil: -'ou for pcur efforts in_ 
f tS''-'''=i-^o a;^ainst t.ie threat' to o^r internal secority. The people of the 
Unit..d States are -reatlp a^.preciative. 

T/iarJ: "Ou ir. advance lor'any infor-:,tion you can fr^iiish nc. 
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UNITED STATES C^VERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO : MR. C. D, BRENN 
FROM : MR. G. C. HDO 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



1 - Mr. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. CD. Brennan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 
DATE August 26, 1970 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 

1 - Mr. Enright 

1 - Mr. Glass 




To advise you of additional information regarding the 
attacks on the Director following the false report in Time magazine 
that the Director pressured King into toning down his criticisms 
of the FBI by using wire tap information on Kng*s personal mis- 
conduct . 




A previous memorandum contained information that 
Mrs, Roscoe- -Beach, a Chicago school teacher, obtained over 100 \. 
signatures on a petition calling for the firing of the Director | 
and a public apology by the Director because of the Time informatiW 
Our discreet inquiries so far indicate that Mrs. Beach circulated 
the petition on her own. However, an interesting fact was /developed 
Mrs, Beach* s back yard faces the back yard of Jesse_JLouig^ga£kson, 

Jackson is the opportianistic._f lamboyant publicity- 
oriented Southern Christian Leader ship_.Conference (SCLC) official 
who' "heads Operation -Breadbasket , the economic arm of the SCLC. 
Operation Breadbasket pressures businessmen into hiring blacks, 
stocking black-made products, and using black services such as 
trash collectors and group insurance. Jackson has been touted 
as possible successor to Ralph Abernathy as SCLC president. He 
reportedly sent a telegram to the extremist Black Panther Party 
(BPP) hailing the recent release of Huey Newton, co-founder of 
the BPP, from jail. This is not the first contact Jackson has had 
with the BPP. Further, he launched a vitriolic attack on the 
Director following the Time article, despite denials by Jackson's 
SCLC associates who accompanied King, that the Director dy^lmt 
Time accused him of doing. T^EC 18 / (f^ ^ /c 6 ^ "^o'^t^u^t 



1 



As suspected origin^'^ly, i 
:he Guidance, of Jacksdil^^in^ 



?0 



it appears that Mrs Beach .had. 



atJ^east_the_guyance_.of Jacks*dii^in^iier ^petition work, "tfe are 
continuing to discreetly follow this matter and pertinent infor- 
mation developed will be furnished. 



ACTION: None. For information 



--(7)^2') 





c 



r 



if 



It 



■ f 




pteoaber 10^ 1970 



uth Carolina 29936 





L September 8th I received your letter and appre- 
ciate yoar best wishes and the interest which prompted 70a to send 
me the newspaper cUppings containing your Tiews. With respect 
to yoor inquiry^ I am onable to advise yon as to where you may par- 
chase the book. 

Sincerely yoars» 
<f. Edgaz HooTw 




5" 



Uofar 

Bisbof) 
Breu 
Caiiaku 

Cnrad 



NOTE: BufUe^ disclose in December, 1964, we acknowledged 
correspondent^ letter etpressing her appreciation for the work 
pi the Bureau. Her clippings contain her views on a number of 
topics that are of cnrreift interest and she calls upon hef reaiders 
Id have pride 'and fkitfa^inlhis country. 



Gale 



" zr t 



G«M>> . 



S£jR3l)5^^LETTPE4JMlTlTn 





TRUE COPY 




Dear Mr. Hcx)ver - 

Greeting's from the low-country of South Carolina. 

Mr. Hoover, I am writing to ask where I can purchase the book, 
"The King God Couldn't Save", by John Williams, Martin Luther 
King got his communists training at Penn School at Frogmore S.C. 
this is across the river from Beaufort S. C, I saw King on TV when he 
accepted The Nobel peace prize. He said and I quote - '1 accept this 
gift to help the cause of my depressed people" - what a big lie. I have 
a nephew with the export- import bank In Switzerland — need I say more 
Mr. Hoover. I have no respect for the memory of this Black man who 
used his race as stepping stones to feather his own nest. 

I am venturing to send you a few of my "Reflective 

Thinkings". 
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'Mr. ToIb 



Bon 




Mr. CallabaD 
Mr. Caaper „ 
t^. Conrad _ 

Mr. Fait 

Mr. Oale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavrf 

Mr. Walters _ 

Mr. Soyara 

Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmea . 
Miaa Gandy _ 
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PA'GE F6UR 



EDiTORlAL 



blackmailer supreme 



. - 



I- 



Co VP 



o 



It has finally come to light. 

J. Edgar Hoover, policeman supreme, is a 
common blackmailer, and probably has been for 
years. At least that is, in effect, what conservative 
Time magazine said last week. 

The whole thing came out, according to Time, 
when a militant black, novelist John Williams (The 
King God Didn't Save), decided to gather informa- 
tion for a book centered around Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. From most 
reviews, Mr! Williams made some pretty strong 
statements, never mind what Time came along 
with after his effort was already in print. 

Time says that what Mr. Williams did not know 
at the time of his book about the peace-preaching 
black leader was that after Rev. King became 
critical of J. Edgar's FBI, he was called into Mr. 
H?over's Washington office in 1964 and com- 
promised. This was done, according to Time, be- 
cause J. Edgar was upset with the critical state- 
ments Mr.' King had for him and his department 
after Mr. Hoover had publicly called the black 
leader a "liar." The blackmail scheme was pos- 
sible, according to Time, because J. Edgar had 
.tapes conserversations with King and others in- 
dicating an array of extramarital love affairs Mr. 
King was having. 

, According to Time, J. Edgar's plan worked and 
'the later-to-be-assassinated non-violent Rev. King 
ifell before the hand of the blackmailer. 



today, ref tedly got part of his thrust for po\\ } . 
with the '.s-fire plan to murder terrorist Jol" 
Dillinger tack in 1934. After that purported dee^- 
was done, Mr. Hoover was thrust forward in his 
organizing plan for what later became the FBI of 
today. But speculation has it now that even in this 
early big "bust" Mr. Hoover made a mistake, and 
the body buried for Dillinger was not really Mr. 
Dillinger at all, but an insignificant character 
resembling the badman. Mr. Dillinger- reportedly^ 

died anonymously only a few years ago, after living 
out his life in the role of another man. 

Meanwhile, lots of water has run under the 
bridge for J. Edgar. The FBI has grown and pros- 
pered, now in its majesty to occupy its own new 
building in Washington, D.C., which the Govern- 
ment Services Administration just decided coidd. 
not have its own atomic reactor to generate elec- ' 
tricity in .case of a blackout, much against the 
wishes of Mr. Hoover. 

How Mr. Hoover has been able to keep his 
hands clean through the years is anybody's guess, 
though it appears that regardless of his a-political 
^ position, he has remained in his high office through 
: a host of administrations, with scarcely even a 
; rumor going aroupd that one president or another 
: might let him out. 

Anti-commuhist Mr. Hoover basked in glory 
; during the Joe McCarthy days; part of the image. 
■ he gained then remains with him today, at least 
; among the more ultra-conservative factions. Books 

have been written about his under-handedness» and 

attorney generals have occasionally found hini dif- 
. ficult to cope with. But not one has had the power or 
' the muscle to let the cop supreme out, -or even 

bettci', expose him for what batchelor J. Edgar 

really is. 

In the current administration, the incident of J. ! 
Edgar's blackmail of a martyred Nobel Prize 
winner will go unnoticedi and undoubtedly Mr. 
Hoover will retain his power and glory. But with the 
story now out of how he works, he should become 
less effective at his old game, which he alledgedly 
has fought long and hard to stop others from : 
playing. 
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OFFICE OF DtRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNrTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

August 17, 1970 

The attached newspaper clipping 
was sent to -the Director from 





California 94107. 



an Francisco, 



MR. CALL AH AN 

MR. CASPER 

MR. CONRAD — 

MR. FEL T 

MR. SALE 



MR. ROSEN 

MR. TAVEU 



MR. WALTERS 
MR. soy ARS - 

MR. JON ES 





TELE. ROOM . 
MISS HOLMES 



MRS. METC AL F 
MISS OANDY 




All INFORMATION CON$\JfiED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




her 



}'Er\DN IS 
:'ATE5-/fc-*^ 
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NOr KZCOROZO 

9 SEP 9 1970 
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DKSi'M'E Si-:\'En.AL VJ':AI;S of book and news 
svory criticism of J. Ecl;,^ai' Muovcr, director of 
the Federal Bureau of InvestisaUon, tlie j-nulerial tiiU 
not sei?m \^■Oll/:y of serious column interpretation. 

Tiiough the FBI a^'ontry has oc-ciiiiion'JJy been 
arbiirary ;tiu"i ovon an'Os;nri in purtiUiL oi iiiibud- 
ness, it }ias in gonerai acknow.']- 
ed;;ed Uie JimitiitioriS put on ihe 
bureau by Jaw. In lhi,s il i^us been 
several marks ahead of the run of 
local and state police authorities, 
and if this be true, Mr. Hoover de- 
serves M'hat credit accrues. 

But now comes news antipa- 
thetic to Hoo\'ei' wiiich is in a new 
■ dimension. Because it is news it is 
I not perforce factual; it remains an allegation, but ' 
i Hoover's personal and ethical relation to it requires 
I an ar:sr«ver fi-om hijn. 

It is based on a book written about the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Tinie magazine's treat- 
ment of that book. - 




'•(■ '■■. 

^'r'C-'-.-' 



Tra STOrV GOES that the FBI put wiretaps on 
Dr. King in t]*,e mid-Sixties. That the bureau does 
wiretapping in some investigations it considers vital, 
i5 common i^-nowledge, but the practice is stilJ in a 
twilight 2one, and J-e^iUH-es a court order if it is to bo 
legal. .r 

Wire tapiJinj; of King remains an allegation, 
though it ifi known Hoover considered him subver- 
sive, and pubiidy criticized his conduct in the racial 
controversy. Yet this is not the gravamen of the 
whok stoi-y now alleged by Time. 

Tliat is, that the suppos-ed wiretaps in motel 
rooms revealed Dr. King engaged in extramarital ac- 
tivity. TJie news story says the sun'eiliance "uncov- 
ered no subvei'Sion," though t his was the only legiti- 
mate concern of Hoover and FBI agents. 



TlVii: SAI'S riiK V.OOli nl-out I'.'in;: llie 'vor- 
r. rl oiiiliin- 01 llii- i;i|ic sliti y." Iliit il does 
not ciitM.iin, :icc()riliii); In "'rime, ni-'Ulcr involvln-t; a 
rcporlt'd moclyi,^' betu cvn JCing ;inci Hoover. 

i As quoted by Associated Press, "Hoover, Time 
jjcarned, explained to King just what damaging pri-. 
ivate detail he had on the tapes, and lectured him that 
I liis morals sliould be those befitting a Nobel Prize 
f winner. He also sui^gested that King should tone 
\ dowji his criticism of the FBI. King took the advice," ■ 
' resulting in a "decline of black esteem" (for King). 

If this meeting occurred, and if il followed the 

^ J course indicated, then Mr. Hoover should fill us in. 
Neither lie, nor any citizen, can define the "morals" 
of a Nobel Prize winner, whicli hardly fit into the 
' FBI code of community behavior, nor justify pious 
! exhortation in anypjTic^smnrpjrMr • 




10 - I , 



r 




\-:ac drlui! ho had on \hf l;)nL>, ;;nrnc-i:iurc"i hlmilhi 
his jiioi-Hls should ho llio-.o !h'; in iiv.; a Nol^W pj-j^r- 

down ]i;s critid-sMi of the TCT. Kii;- look th-' advli-.- " 
robulling in a "docOinc of bUic-k osujem" (J'or Kiji;;) . f 

If mcelin,:: occurred, and if it fo!!o\ved the .* 
,tDui>c indicated, ihen Mr. noo\er sliould fill u?: in 'i 
Xoilhci- ho, noranycili/en, can define Ihe "morals" 
of^a Nobel Prize winner, which hardly fit into ihe 
FBI cocio of conimunily bohavior, nor justify pious 
exhortation in any circumstance. 

Eut stiJI more must ?.Tr. I-Ioover explain the 
ch-di-Q that he u-ori official inforir.Laion obtained in 
an FtJI "invest igai ion to coercc Dj-, Kinr^ 10 moderate 
his t;vit:c-i.s:-;i 0/ the Feder.d Eujv;;u of Investigation. ■ 
Xo court in the land Avould permit u.-e of such irrek?- 
yar.i e'/ideiice agaii^at anyone accused of a federal 



15 cne of the most di.-5turbins news stories 
- T. Xflther Xrr. Hoover nor the pc-opie who 
cr r' V-" 'rr.rr, c?.n afford to ]et it stand unresolved, as 
11 r/jw sia.-.ds. 



Au^oist 12, 1970 



i 

c 



i 

.... 




September 8, 1970 



To! Kim ^ 
SullivHn 



Brcnnaii. CD. 

nB!i«h«fi 

CaMptrr ■ 

Conrad 

Ft- 1 1 „ 

Call- 

R<thl'll 

Tovcl 

UnlU'Ts 

Sii>Hr» , 

Tt'lr. Hooir _ 
HiJlmcd 



MoorestowQ, New Jersey 08057 



Dear 



Your letter to President Nixon was referred to this 
Bureau and received on September 1st. 

V7ith respect to your Inquiries, In my letter of 
Au^st 20th I advised you of this Bureau's position with regard to 
the alleged blackmailing of Martin Luther King. 

I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau 
has not made information regarding Martin Luther Kii^ available 
to any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our respon- 
sibilities, we have, however, disseminated Information concerning 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. ^ 

Sincerely yours, 

7 T^rJesi Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles disclose co-respondent wrote directly to the Bureau asking 
essentially the same questions. By letter 8/20/70 the Director Informed her 
that the Bureau does not engage in blackmail activities and there is no truth 
to the allegation that King was blackmailed. She was also furnished a copy of 
the 6/1^9 article from "The Evening Star" relating to the wire tap controversy 
over King. She wrote a similar letter to Senator Harrison A. Williams which 
was referred to the Bureau. By letter 8/31/70 the Director Informed the 
Senator' of her earlier letter and advisedliim essentially of what she had been 
told. " ,j 
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Moorestown, N.J. 08057 
Aug. 12, 1970 




nan CD. 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Conrad—— 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavpl 

Mr. Walters 

Mr, S *iirs 

Tele. Room 

MisB Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



The President 
White House 
Washington, D.C, 

Dear President Nixon, 

Yesterday it was reported in the newspapers that the FBI had 
wire tap evidence that Martin Luther King, Jr had had "extensive and 
vigorous sexual activities." 

1 - Will you please tell me exactly who authorized this information to 
be given out to any author or to the press. 

Now, I want the specific name or names of the people in the 
FBI who gave out this information. Please do not tell me it "leaked" 
because the FBI is not a leaky outfit. If it is, then the director is no 
longer capable of handling the job, and this should be known and 
corrective measures should be taken. 

AlsOj please do not send me an evasive answer* As President 
of the United States, you of all people, can and must find out this 
information leak and; I, as a citizen, must know. In fact, the whole 
nation must know. 



i 
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Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 



4' 



- * - .-0 



COPY:wmc 



.a 




I' 



5'' 



h7(cj 




\AUJit 



A'' 



it 



o 

CM 



''" '.^ ■ «" SEP >(^970 / 



CORRESPON^irce 



^ Eeptocjber4, IS70 

Hoaorable PMUp A. Eart ALL INFORr.''.!'''"! Cf^l'-'T'.iNZO 
V ..a...on. D. C. 20510 ,. , ^ ^^^.SH^MJr^ 
ccar Scsiator; (gjpb 

I have rocoivod your letter of Septecaber 1st 
concerziini^' inc^ulrlss you ^tavc received from yoixr consUtuonts. 

To assist you la rc£ponQag to your constituents 
I vrould like to assure you i^i the FBI <ioe3 not engage in 
blac!cn:aU activities. Also, there is not one shre<J of truth 
in ^'W^'Z^.Wnn that this Puresiu blaclcmalled K^artin Luther 



I SDj encIcEin:; a copy of a ccpyrl^hted article 
which cnpcnred in xhe ivenln^ Star" ia V;;ishin;;toa oa 
Jur*o iO", IC'wO, ^7hlch you tr^ay xu>t have had the ox>portuaity 
to read. Tae iaXornjatloa ia this article Is a matter of public 
record rogardlns the F2i's position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours* 

E'Bdsar Hoover 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. SOSIO 

September 1, 1970 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Bear Mr. Hoover: 

Two of my constituents have written me concerning 

I the reports that material^athered by tapping telephones 
of the lat e Martin LutherKing w as used to influence his 
actions. * ~^ 

They condemned the report as "either irresponsible 
j journalism of KKVD tactics," I would greatly appreciate 
[your CQomie^xs on the accuracy of the article. 

Wi;th best wishes. 



r Since rely, 




Philip/A. Hart 



COMMLKCi^ 

JUDICIARV 



in » 



Mr. TrT-^nn 
Mr. Enllivan. 
ilr. XT»l.r / 
Sir. TlsrV.op 
f!lr.Brcn»i an CD- 
Mr. C-.llr.>:-in 

Mr. Ca-sr^r 

Mr. O^'ad.—.. 
Mr. Frit 



Mr. 

Mr. n^r-rn ____ 

Mr. Tr.'- I 

Mr. Walters : 

V.-\ N.|*s«i 

Trie, noom 

i II limes 

Misi Osndf — _ 
,1- r— " i^g^r.y 
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Bo^Jtcxnb^T Z, 1S70 



l-xiicio^vlo Fred Gihv/ensel 
l-'ouco oi represcntcir/cs , 
T7a^::injton, C. 20315 



DA 



Your letter t;2.s received oa Septenibsr 2ad 
ani i woulu li:;2 to emplritic2lly assure yoa tl:at tliis Bureau 
Lr-s -at niauG iniorin^ioa rcjarains r.tartia Lutiier KizsG 
cvaiZable to any ur^'iuthorizecl scarce at aay tiine. In !:eopias 
T7iiili our rcsponsiiiilitios, u-e fcavo, hois'ever, disseminated 
irilomiatioa concerrans lui^ on a high-level t-ltfain the Exec- 
utive Branch of the Goverai-acct^ 

with recpsct to your constituacts* concern, 
1 v;c::Za fiirthsr I£':e to P-rcure yoa that the FBI docs not 
crc^::-3 in bliiclunciil activiticr. Also, there \z not ens slircd 
cl tr;,-.th in tlie aiio^^atlca ti:at this I>arcaa blacl^nailcd Iv^lartia 

I ana enalojins a copy of a copyili^iited article 
T;.-;ic]i £::]:c-ared "ihe Dvcnin^ Star, " WashLr^on, C, 
c:i diiiis 10, lOCD, V7hich may be helpTul to your constituents. 
The in.Cci^^r^on in this articlo is a matter of pnblic record 
rc'-iTtJiij the FBI's position in this matter. 



SEP3-1970 

rov.'.'.ppp 



Sincerely yoars. 
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CHARLLS CAMnOCU. 
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FRED SCHWENGEL. 
liT DitTMiCT, Iowa 
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August 28, 1970 



COMMIT! 
FLjC 

PUDUIC DUI 
WATCnSI 

COMMITTCC 01 
•u 

BUECTRICAL / 
I 



ALL INF0R:.^ATI0N COMAIiiEO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation * 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr- Hoover: 

Several constituents have written to me inquiring 
about the release of the data obtained on the private 
life of Reverend Martin Luther King through the use of 
wire taps-; ' — — — - 

While indicating their concern about the wire taps, 
the constituents who have contacted me apparently are 
more concerned about the release of the data obtained 
through the wire taps. They have requested that I inquire 
as to how this information became public knowledge. Your 
help in answering the inquiries from my constituents 
would be greatly appreciated* 

Thank you for your assistance. 

With warmest regards, 



Sincerely yours, 

FRED SCHWENGEL '^j^.^T'^^^^'^Ij'- O 

Member of Congress 



Mr. SuUiv.oi -Ji. 

Mr. W:'lir _ 

Mr,' IJiftW — - 



Mr.' I^ronntm, CD 

Mr. CnUfihixn . 

Mr. Ciiftpor 

Mr. Conrnd 

Mr. FcU . 

Mr. Gnlr 

Mr. Koson 

Mr. Tuvcl — 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room 

MisB Holmes 

MisB Candy 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) A (>J (2j k ?CcJ h 1(D) _ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 



CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
OATE 5 BY^^^^**- 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

AC, LOUISVILLE (100-4583) 
MARTIN LUTHERJCING, JR. 



Mr. CcSi&f^— 
Mr. Cac?/r_ 
Mr. Ct;.ad 

Mr. F'lt ^ 

Mr. C 




Mr. Walttni 

Mr. E-'yars- 
Tele. Hoom 
MisB_Holrae8 
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SEC'JRITY - CCMMURIST 




Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of an editorial 
entitled "Vicious Post-Mortem Slander" which appeared on 
the editorial page of the August 20, 1970, issue of the ./ 
Louisville Defender, a weekly Louisville, Ky., Negro oriented/ 
newspaper. It is noted the editorial concerns the recent ^ 
article in Time magazine regarding novelist JOHN WILLIAMS' 
bookj "The. King God Didn't Save". Specifically the editorial 
concern^ WILLIAMS' comments regarding the moral life of the 
late.jMi^gTIN LUTHER KING, JR. As the Bureau will note, the 
edif^ial Is erroneous in its strong implication that Director 
HOOVER of the FBI may have released information regarding this. 

The Louisville Defender has been in existence for 
about 38 years. For the last 35 years it has been published 
by FRANK L. STANLEY, SR. The newspaper has won a number of 
awards in the newspaper field. For example, according to 
information contained in the newspaper, it won the National 
Newspaper -Publishers Association (NNPA) Best Editorial award 
for years 1955, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1964, 1965, and 1967. In 
1966 it was Judged First in Public Service by the NNPA; in 
1968 first in Newspaper Promotion as well as first in News 
Photos. In 1965 and 1966 it was awarded the Best Ail-Around 
Newspaper' and the Best'lfee of Pictures by the Kentucky Pres 
Association. l//^ 

(Louisville Defender) 
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Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 
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LS 100-4583 

A news article in the August 6, 1968, issue of the 
Louisville Defender, entitled "Family Controlled Newspaper 
Is Rich in Public Service", described FRANK L, STANLEY, SR., 
as a veteran journalist, who on 3 different occasions was 
commissioned by the U, S. Government to represent the U. S. 
in Europe and Africa. Further it was stated that in the 
arena of Civil Rights, STANLEY has served well commenting 
that in 1950 he wrote the Kentucky Senate Resolution which 
desegregated Kentucky institutions of higher learning. Also 
in 1960 he wrote the bills which created the Kentucky Commission 
on Civil Rights and desegregated Kentucky government Jobs. 
Further on 5 different occasions he was elected President of 
the NNPA and was twice elected President of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. 
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(Mount Clipping in SpQct B«low) 



Vicious Post'Mortem Sland^ 



Novclisl JohnViiilliams has written a , 
book, *ThK^ing God Didn't Save," which 
reveals the results of wire tapping of Dr. 
King's telephone and bugging of his hotel 
rooms by the FBI. 

This scurrilous attack has been described 
as "posthumous pillory" by Time magazine 
and as "character assasination reaching into 
the grave" by United States Senator George 
McCovem(D-S.C:) 

Rev. Jesse Jackson of "Breadbasket" 
fame and a long time associate of Dr. King in 
the civil rights struggle, feels that in 
maligning the character of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. that our whole race 

has been vilified. Rev. Jackson called upon 
the President to suspend J, Edgar Hoover 
from his duties as director the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation because "Mr. Hoover 
has stooped to the lowest runes of 
viciousnoss and maliciousness and his 
undcrhanU dissimcnation ol inlormation 
regarding a deceased nian. 

Continuing, Rev. Jackson says that Mr. 
Hoover's dissemination constitutes misuse 
and malfeasance in dischar^ng his 
responsibilities. ... he has revelaed his 
comrlicity in a plot designed in essence to 
'white mail' as formerly in "black mail" and 
to intimidate Dr. King." 

Further Rev. Jackson stated "Mr. 
Hoover's belated dissemination of the 
information regarding a dead man who can 
no longer defend himself constitutes an 
incredible sordidness and unfairness with 
reference to Dr. Kirig. II v><l> ul^I^icu io 
hurt and to humiliate the innocent survivors 
of the deceased, including the universally 
loved Mrs. Coretta Scott King and young 
children and the already heavily aggreived 
and noble parents Dr. ind Mrs. Martin 
Luther King Sr." 

In 1954 when J. Edgar Hoover met with 



the^te Dr. Martin Luther Kins, it is alleged 
that he lectured him that his morals should 
be those befitting a Nobel Prize winner. He 
also suggested that King tone down his 
criticism of the FBI. Most newspapers 
ignored these rumors if for no otlier reason 
than journalistic ethics. 

It seems even more reprehensible now 
that these rumors are reviewed. Such 
constitutes an ignoble violation of the 
sanctity of death. Moreover what purpose is 
to be served? And finally how can a dead 
man defend himself on this the most 
atrocious of all charges. 

But as the Rev. Jackson has stated; "Let 
no man think that the alleged key hole 
revelation will ever alter our affirmed 
reverence for Dr. King. . . .Our faith in Dr. 
King and our commitment to cherishing the 
legacy of love, leadership, family 
responsibility, and devotion that he left us, 
rc!n;:ins uncompromiscd." ' 

Nothing that J. Edgar Hoover or author 
Williams can or will say about the great late 
1^1. M. L. King Jr. wiU ever tarnish his image 
in the hearts and minds of black people 

particularly those who were disciples in his 
crusade for human dignity for all mankind. 
Neither will these revelations at this very, 
very late hour destroy in any way Dr. King's 
great deeds in behalf of humanity. 

It is not necessary to remind of the 
immoral records of certain great white 
American leaders and office holders such as 
the late Preadent Warren Harding, former 
United States Supreme Court Justice Robert 
Jackson, and numerous others in an effort to 
justify Dr. King's alleged extra-marital sexual 
activities. Such has never been proven even 
though now reported by the FBI. 

History is an upward and onward cycle of 
the deeds of men and nations and is 
incapable of reversing itself by moving 
backwards. Thus it will not alter it's record 
of the achievement! of Dr. Kin| ^ \^ 
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Sullivan 
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Fell • 

Gulf 

Rii-ii-n ^„ 

Tave} 
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Soyars 

Ti'lc. Kdoid — 

Hc.lmcs . 

Gaudy . _.. , _ 



Honorable Harrison A. WUliams 
United States Senate 
UasMngton, D. C. 20510 



My dear Senator: 





INFORMATION CONT^ 
..„.EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ./ 
DATt.i^^tJOY-^^^i4r*M. 

I have received your com munlcationofAggagtjgt h 
enclosing the letter addressed to you by flH^H^HHH^ 
Moorestown, New Jersey. ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

I received a similar letter from dHlKo which 
I replied on August 20th advising her that the FBI does not engage la 
blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of jruth In the 
allegation that this Bureau blackm^ed MartinO^itherjK^ I also 
Aimlshed her a copy of a copyrighted article from "The Evening 
Star," Washington, D. C. > on June 19, 1969, which Is a matter of 
public record concenflng the FBI's position In this matter* 

Pursuant to yoor reqaest, yoor constituent's letter 
Is returned herewith. 



AUG 3 11970 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely years. 



Enclosore 
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NOTE: BufUes disclose prior cordial cqii 
(D -New Jersey). In addition to letter to 




otb^r information in Bufiles is one prior outgoing dated 8/31/60. 
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entioned above, only 
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Respectfully referred to: 
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Mr. C3:i:.;-.n 
Mr. CaEper _ 
Mr. C<-: ud . 
Mr. rut 
Mr. G.J : 
Mr. R .Rfin 
Ml. T./.-l 
Mr WL!teri_ 
Air- 5 ;., r3 _ 

Miss Iiw acs. 
Miss Gsady^ 



C r. 1 ' j r o f3 y i c ] K ; 1 Liaison 
^.■3.1 



JUi INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of yie attached Is 
requested. Your findings and views. In 
duplicate form, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 





u.s.s. 

Harrison A. Williams ^ 
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CORRES^b^i 



Moorestown, N.J. 08057 
Aug 12, 1970 



The Hon. Harrison Williams 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

Yesterday the press reported the FBI had wire tap evidence 
that Martin Luther King, Jr, had "extensive and vigorous sexual activities 

If this report is true, I would like to know, exactly who in the 
I FBI authorized the release of this information. 

This is an extremely serious matter. Either the information 
was deliberately given out or it was leaked. If it was leaked, who leaked 
it? And if it was clandistinely given out, then the FBI is no longer a 
worthy investigative organization. 

I consider this a serious matter reflecting on the competence 
director of the FBI and the whole organization. I also think the American 
people have a right to know all the facts. 

Sincerely yours, 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



J^^- ^^^^ 

COPY:hcv < I f 




—7 ■ 7,n b.'/C^ 

* V 

<^i«^x>M. KoAM-trit IttMio^iCa 



^.^rtt (^//.'tc &/^ii^-y ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

V r . i!l A A) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

'[L A- ^.-^f ^ , '^"^^ '^•^^'^ 
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September 3, 1970 




Midwest City, Oklahoma 73130 



Dear 



MAILEQ 23J 

C EP 3 -1970 

COMM-FBr 



With respect to the inquiry in jrour letter of 
August 28th, at a press conference on November 18, 1964, 
I stated that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar 
in the country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the 
facts concerning our ^cial Agents handling clTil rights 
Investigations in the Sooth. 



?. Edgas Hoovef 



T<.lsc)n ^ 
SullivHn 
Miilir 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate that we previously wrote ^oH^^H^^in October, 
1968, at which time he was given a files confidential response with regard 
to his inquiry concerning the Civil Liberties Union. He requested a 
subversive organizations list earlier in that same month and was given an 
appropriate reply. 
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TRUE COPY 




Midwest City, Okla. 73130 
28 August, 1970 



Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, I>. C. 

Dear Sir; 

I understand that the Director, F. B.I. once said 
that Martin Luther King was (at that time) the biggest liar in the 
U.S. I taice no exception to the statement, but others of my 
acquiantenance have stated that Mr. Hoover never said such, 
and that what I have heard was just a rumor 

Where can I get written or other proof of whether 
it was so stated or not ? 



Yours truly, 
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To I son _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr 

Bishop _ 
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September 1, 1970 




New York, New York 10027 
Dear 




Your letter of August 25th has been received and I 
would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation 
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

With respect to your comments, I am enclosing a 
copy of a copyrighted article which appeared in "The Evening SUr," 
Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had 
the opportunity to read. The Information in this article is a matter 
of public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. 

wr:, I can^most emphatically assure you that this Bureau 

has not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to 
any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi- 
bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concemiag 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. 



in-;n 



COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 



Brcnnan. CD. 

Callahan 

r«"pcr 

Conrad 
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Gale 

K"sfii - 

Tavi-1 
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Mr. Soy,„; 



August 25,1970 




Federal Buz*eau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Qentlenen: 

This letter is written as the result of a meeting of sone 
people in Westchester who expressed their anasenent and their 

indignation over the release by. your office of some Information 
touching on Dr, Martin lAither^^n g < s moral turpitude. 

|The article appearing In Time Magazine indicated that Dr. King's 

I telephone had been tapped because or a suspicion of disloyal 
1 activity on his part. There was not the slightest evidence 

Justlfylns such a charge. But some oonveraatlons were over- 
heard which touched adversely upon Dr. King's personal behavior. 

We cannot understand why this was revealed - what right the 
department had to disclose this to a reporter, a writer, or 
Indeed to anyone outside your organisation. 

We regard the FBI as a vital, valuable institution. The writer 
has had many occasions to co-operate with individual investi- 
gators - mostly -from the Fugitive Detection Service. He has 
considered it a duty and a privilege to extend this oo-operation 
We az*e all conscious of the Invaluable service rendered to our 
Country by the Federal Bureau of Investigation but we cannot 
understand the disclosure mentioned above. 

[I know that your department receives thousands of letters dally, 

II hope that there wilX be a response to this one. 




Rci 



^otfully yours. 
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Aug 24, 1970 



Mr.BrennanCD- 
Mr. Ci^llahan — 
Mr. Casper 



Mr. Ci)nr«d — 
'Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale 



..^f^o^oV 

T.'Tavpl 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. S y.irs 
Tele. Room . 

Miss Hoimeg 

Miu Gandy 



'/Hi 



Wash DC 



. It is most unfair, and illegal, to refese alleged information 

I from wiretaps on Dr. King's phone; The man is dead and cannot defend himself. 

What purpose does it serve ? To defile & denigrate his movement 
among blacks ? What has sex to do with his activities in civil rights ? 

Further, wire-tapping is not to be revealed. 

If this is an example of what citizens can expect from your 
every -increasing incursions into our privacy*- 



God help us. A shameful incident. 





O^Tiot^AL VOIM HO 10 
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Memorandum 



DATE: 8/17/70 



FROM 




Mr. Bishop 

G. E. MalmfeldtiJU^^ /i 

(f 

CORRESPONDENCE AND TELEPHONIC INQUIRIES 
REGARDING AN ARTICLE IN "TIME'* MAGAZINE 8/17/70 
CONCERNING A MEETING BETWEEN THE DIRECTOR 
AND MARTIN LUTHERXING IN 1964 



The purpose of this memorandum is to recommenc 
handling of communications and telephonic inquiries regarding the wire- 
tapping of Martin Luther King and allegation that we engaged In blackmail 
In disclosing the results thereof. 

We have received a number of letters regarding the article 
which appeared in "Time" magazine on 8/17/70 concerning the meeting 
between the Director and Martin Luther King in 1964. This article alleged 
the Director called King in and confronted him with wiretap information 
regarding King's extramarital activities. Some of the correspondents have 
asked if we blackmailed King while others have merely protested the wiretaps 
of him. 




\ 



I 



In order that we may be consistent in our replies to such 
correspondence, thpre arp^attgnhpd fnr tl^p Dirprtor's ^pprpyalr 1) a 
proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about blackmailing of King 
2) a proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about our wiretapping of 
King 3) a proposed letter wherein correspondent is making reference to 
blackmail and inquires about wiretapping and 4) a copy of an article by 
Jeremiah O'Leary which appeared in the 6/19/69 issue of "The Evening Star" 
regarding the King wiretapping. The latter is being furnished for the 
Director's information as it is noted this article sets forth our position on 
the wiretapping of King and is being utilized in connection with proposed 
letters numbers 2 and 3," 1 /l'£C*I9' / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^'"^O - ^'t^ I j 
RECOMMENDATION: That the attached proposed letter^sre g^c dinflUMs 
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D. Brennan 



SENT DIR/CTOR^ 




^0 



FEFtS. B-C. 



O 
o 

f . 



I received your letter of and 
would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation 
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

Sincerely yours, 



'^n''T'"'lFn 



tnoicsuRE 



With respect to the remarks in your letter of 
I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in *The Evening Star," Washington, D. C, on June 19, 
1960, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the subject about which you commented. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosure 





e 



I received your letter of and would 

like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allega- 
tion that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star/' Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information In this article is a matter of public record regard- 
ing the FBPs position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosure ^ rQ\\^^^^ 





sserts Memo to FBI 
ited Concern Over Marxism 




{Copyrtjrtit It«9 bj' 
The Evening Star Nfwipapcr Co ) 

By JEREMIAH O LEARY 
star Stall Writer 



See WIRETAP, Page A4 



The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex- 
. , tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu- effectively in such cases, 
ther King Jr 's telephone was Hoover told The SUr that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At- officials also informed Kennedy 
torney General Robert F. Ken- that time that they doubted 
ncdy in June, 1963, and author- the advisability of undertaking 
ized by him in wTiting later that electronic surveillance oi Dr, 
year, FBI Director J. Edgar King because of possible poUt- 
Hoover told The Star today. ij-al repercussions. 

Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo- 
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
ccrn about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue hy Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King's tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
ciated with Marxist ideas and'at an unnamed location in New 
followers. York. 

That memorandum to Hoover, That memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI's request for authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant 
'Ti ctor of the FBI and liaison ; 
man with the Justice Depart- 
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 
the feasibility of installing elec- 
tronic devices on King's tele- 
phones. King beaded the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Con-: 
ference. [ 

CoQcenied About Allegations 

Kennedy, according to the Ev- ' 
ans memo, was concerned about .| 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that he was asso- 
ciating with a New York attor- 
ney with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 
openly espouse Marxism be- 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
The Evans memorandum indi- 
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove these allegations. 




ROBERT 



KENNEDY 




^The Evening Star** 
Washington, D. C. 
June 19, 1969 



MARTIN- LUTHER KING 



EUULCSURE 



WIRETAP 



King Wiretap RFK's 
Idea, Hoover Says 

Continued From Page A-1 Tolson added that the monitor- At that stage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wireUp pro- >ng device was "strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ex- 
posed by Kennedy four months f'^W of internal security and change of charges as if by mu- 
before. The document bears in therefore was within the provi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the '^''^ President partly as due to Kennedy s reali- 

signature, "Robert f. Kenne- the United States." zation that his signed autiiori^^ 

dy," and under the name the Evans, now a Washington .aw- tions were still m FBI fil^, 
date "10-10-63 " y^^' ^ Puerto Rico partly to the FBI s desire not to 

Hoover did not indicate to The today and could not be reached have special attention drawn to 
Star when the suiT/eillance was for comment. However Tuesday ite investigaUve techniques dot 
started but said the taps were n'ght Evans said he had no rec to engage m a tattle wi* the 
discontinued on April 30. 1965. At °"f^^t»9" ,9^ whether f wireUp Kennedy forces that could have 
that Ume Nicholas Katzenbaeh authorization directed at King pohUcal overtone, 
was serving as Attorney Gener- 5?^ t>«n involved m his The Justice Department on 

discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an- 

' , . ^ „ , ^. Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken- 

Asked about the results of the „edy, D-Mass., said today he swer when asked for documenU- 
electronic surveillance today, ^ould 1,3^^ comment on tion of Tolson's contention in his 
^u^^ S^fr !■ *^o,'""'^"f ■ ^ Hoover's disclosure. letter to Rowan. But earlier this 

The FBI director told The p ■ , , rr^^^^ Kennedr month, a JusUce Department 
Star: "I have never authorized ^ V ^"'*^ or Kooen '^f"™^? _ Hoover was 

installation of tprhniralpiPffrnn had suggested in recent dayslfposesman saia Hoover was 
^ S? «rwirhout d'S-Ing 1964. in the period ;^«curate m every respect * m 

c aevices wiLfiout written au- ' a«assination of Presi- ^ repeated sUtements that all 
^ority of the Attorney Gener- a^ter thejs^as^mat^^^^ were being, authorized 

, , ,. ^torney general's interest in « advance and m writing by the 

Todays disclosures chmaxed sQ^^g'^j official affairs had Attorney General during the 
a long smoldering controversy n However, the assassi- time-span of the controversy, 

over the role of the FBI, a sub-„3tis„ ^.^^^ nearly six weeks A Justice department spokes- 
ordmate bureau of the Justice 5^^^ Robert Kennedy signed the man. asked today li Attorney 
Department, m usmg wiretaps authorisation for the King wire- General John N. MitcheU had 
or nfhfr plffirnnir dpvipfs in given Hoover permission to 

investigative matters. The mat- Hocver and Kennedy after the discuss the contents of secret 
ter came to a head Sunday when latter became a New York sena- documents of the King wiretap- 
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The tor accused each other of being ping. replied simply, "no corn- 
Star, charged that the FBI had responsible for use of hidden mi- ment." 

no authority to wiretap Dr. crophones in investigations. ■ However, the spokeman re- 
King's conversations. He quoted Evans figured in that contro- called that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy made pub- declined to authorize dis- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- lie a February, 1966, letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying "the implica- him from Evans' which made the authority for the wiretapping, 
tion that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi-' Such disclosures had been de- 
King was a security threat is 'crophones was not Kennedy's re- manded by defense lawyers in 
outrageous." sponsibility but ' suggested he the Houston draft evasion hear- 

may have directly approved the ing for former boxing champion 
use of wireUps on phones. That Cassius Clay. It was during that 

letter said the FBI sent national hearing that the King wiretap- 

this week defending legality of . security wiretap requests toplng waa officially revealed for 
the Kir.s v.ircta?:. Kennedy for approval. the first time. . 

"For your information," Tol- It is reliably reported that v^v'O ^ 

son said in his letter, "the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the ^ C * -vVV 

tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had hi its files * '-V^^ 

was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations signed by him \ v^" '"'"^ y 1 

vance in writing by the late Pt as Attorney General for tele- v ^"^^ 

lorney general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- * 
States. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. ' ver did not disclose at that time ^CSv" ' - 

any names of persons under -■ Ji /' 

wiretap surveillance with Ken- . x i.'^ 
nedy's approval. «> " x^" V* 



The Rowan charges prompted 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. 
Tolson to write to Rowan early 
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Boulder, Colorado 80302 



Dear 



August 20. 1970 




1 



Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 17th and I would like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one 
shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed 
Martin Luther King. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D, C. , on June 19, 
1969, -ftiiicli you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in tois article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



COMM-FBf 



Sincerely yours, 
J» Edgar Hoover 



Tolstin _ 
Su 1 1 1 V an 



Brunnaii, C.D. 

Callahan 

('a-|HT 

r<irir(i(t 

Ftli 

Hall- 

Knx.n 

TbM'I ____ 



Enclosure 




NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent is 
not identifiable in Bufiles. She enclosed a news clipping regard- 
ing allefirations t hat thp FR i hiar^v 

-^^^^^ji^^— a^t^-n^^-T'"'*'— *^^^^l^^_*I£*^* t"*^!! J-it-t igic A l^Xilg* 



Fqrmer_SA 

^hi 



oTBureau. 



Sill urh . 

Hulmcs ____ . 




mAjL J<UUMi I TELETYPE UNIT 



nd was dismissed 
^^^^ in view of Ms di^j^egard 

rules and regulations an^de^ceedingly poor 



r 



3 



i- t 

«.r, J. ii-dgar iioover: 

Lnclosed is a clip An^ from uhe local paper, ihey insinuate tliat 
you I'.ade a deal with i^r- i-lartin, 

Mt-. Gale - — 

..y Opinion is that you have been atove reporch at all times, J- hav sMr. Rospti 

- HI- T^vel . - 

alters 
Mr. Suyaii 
Teie, Eot>ni_ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Candy. 



Mr. Tolfon — I 
Mr. ^ijLwiff"— 

Mr. C:i:!a!i3n. 
Mr. Caspar- - 
Mi-. CnTivad 
Mr. Fflt 



Iratched the news over many years, xou have been smart enou^^h to ei.i ^aj^ 
»;:loy men v/ith sterling characters, such as g^^. 




xhe FBI has been one branch of the governsient that has al-vjays been, 
What Ehal"^ 1 say? Just about perfect, xour service to your count 
has been well done. 



Aue IS, <70. 




ijoulclwr, ^/Old780302 
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Dtnvtr Po«t Phot* by Ouatt. How«tl % 

REV. MARTIN L KING, JR. : 
He took FBI chief* advice. 

King Muted 
FBI Attack, 
Time Says 

"new YORK -(AP)~ A 
Time magazine article this 
week says the late Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. muted 
his criticism of the FBI after 
-it* director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
confronted him with wiretaps 
-::reveallng King's alleged ex- 
;3ramarital activities. 
•IT The article, which discusses 
'CP ncv bed; about King, "Tht: 
^■King God Didn't Save," by 
^novelist John Williams, gives 
'jiis version of a 1964 meeting be- 
*t'ween King and Hoover. 

• Time says Williams reports 
>the FBI began tapping King's 
;Ztelephone and bugging his hotel 
■Xrooms in 1963 and while it un-: 
' covered no subversion it "did 
; turn up an astonishing amount 

of informatoin abeut King's ex- 
lensive and vigorous sexual ac- 
tivities." 

• • Time cwitinues: "Williams 

I^s the correct outline of the 
FBI tape story. What he doejj 
not have is pecisely what hapl 
pened at the celebrated meeting 
between FBI Director Hoovel 
ind King in 19«. 



n 

:• ■ ' jlooy^r ^" Tme le arned, "e x- 
•plained to' ling just wBat 
^damaging pri^ate deteil he had 
jOD the tapes and lectured him 
5hat his morsis should be those 
Jljefittiiig a Nibel Prize winner. 
'He also susested that King 
.should tone iown his criticism 
y! the FBI. King took the ad- 
'vice. His decline in black es- 
leem followed, a decline scath- 
ingly narrated by Williams." 
: The fact that the FBI had 
l>een tappiig King's telephone 
was disclosed last year by FBI 
.agent Robert Nichols in a Hous- 
-lon, Tex, courtroom where 
loxer Cassius Clay was seeking 
^0, overturn a sentence for 
rfusal to be inducted into the 
lArmy. One of the monitcred 
^conversations was betveen 
jting and Clay. 

Nichols was not allowed by 
rthe judge to say why iCing's 
phone was tapped, but said 
'It occurred at a timf when 
f^mg was attacking the FBI fo 



i/a 5 s i g n i n g Southerr 
J.Tather than Northemeri, 
i-tect civil rights worken. 



CBl lot 

agents! 
to proJ 
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August 20, 1970 



H 





To I son 

Sullivan ^ 
III oh r ■ 



Bishop 

tircnnaii, C.I). 
Calltihan 

('■KPCT 

Conrad 

Fell , 
(.all- 

Hl.-l-M 

Till. .-I 

t..^\\ 

Ti'l. . li 
(■andv 



I have received your communication of August 12tli 
and would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage In 
blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the 
allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyri^ted article ' 
which appeared in "The Evening Star/' Washington, D. C, <m 
June 19, 1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read, 
liifc iuiurajaiion in this article is a matter of public record regard- 
ing the FBFs position In this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoov^ 



Enclosure , - r 

NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. 

■1:1: -r ^ : ■ r- 
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MR. TOLKJN 



00-6 . OFFICE OF DIRECTOR _ 

" . FEDERAL BU-REAU OF I N VEST I C^[_^N 
U»<tTEE' STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

u 




August 12, 1970 



. lOLUIVAN 

l.teMENrTAN. CD. 



Dear Mr, Hoover; 



MR. aOLUIVAN 

MR.. 
M<,,. 

MH.lBftENlTAN. CD. — 
MR. C ALLAH AN 

MR. C AlPCR 

MR. CONRAD 

MR. FEL T 

MR. CALE 

MR. ROIEN 

MR. TAVCI 




MR. WALTER* 



My faith in the integrity of 
the FBI has just evaporated as my mr. .oyari 
regard for you. You are not 
worthy of your office. 



MR. JONES 



TELE. ROOM 
MIM HOLMES 




MRS. METCALF 
MISS SANDY 




Medford, Wisconsin 
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Time for Hoover to Speak 

That the assassinated Martin 
Luther King possibly had a bad 
flaw in his personal life, as even 
spiritual leaders occasionally do, is 
not the point. Time magazine cur- 
ently claims that FBI wiretaps re- 
Ivealed this to J. Edgar Hoover. 

The point is that secret snoopery 
into King's private life by an arm 
of the government could have had 
no defensible purpose of trying to 
trap spies or traitors or organized 
crime bosses. The apparent result, 
presumably hoped for, was politi- 
cal blackmail. 

King's effective leadership for 
equal rights of black citizens was 
disturbing to some elements in 
America. Time's report is that 
Hoover, with wiretaps in hand, 
summoned King and "advised" him 
to moderate his public activities 
and lower his voice, especially his 
criticisms of Hoover and the FBI. 
The aim of the improper surveil- 
ance, if that is true, was to muzzle 
King and destroy his effectiveness. 

So it is not the relatives and po- 
litical heirs and other defenders of 
King that now have the explaining 
to do. It is J. Edgar Hoover. , - 



August 21, 1970 



m A9 



TolKon _ 
Sullivan 
Mnhr 



Biiihop 

Brcnnsn, CD 
CaUflhan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Foil 

Gale 






Tucson, Arizona 
Dear, 



Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 17th and I appreciate tbe interest which prompted you 
to write and bring this information to my attention. 

I would like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage in blackniail activities. Also, there is not one shred 
of truyi in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin 
LutheFking. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeareo in ' Tne Evemng Star," Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, wjiich you m%y not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
tne FBI's position In this matter. 

' Sincerely yours, 

' 7g Edgai Hoover 



o 



Eaclosure 




ALL INFuA....' . J, vi-MiAiNcLi 
mm\S UNCLASSIFIED 



T 




NOTE:' Bufiles revfeal prior cordial correspondence witl 

and nothing unfavorable. Our last outgoing was 12/1/64 regarding the 
Civil Rights Law. She enclosed a newspaper clipping reporting allegations 
that the FBI blackmailed Martin LiUther King. 
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iiEnDr: iS 1 '••CLASSiFlED / 




Afew years ago, the news media showed a 
pirture of JCinfr oittinr in a corminist class 
v.xn n.i.ny otners-when questioned about it-he 

!? ^.Y^"* ^''^^ ^"^^-^ rr.inutes." 
-h^t he didnt £^dmit,that,it was for 45 znin. 

A-bernathy did not report the donations in the 
nundreds of thousand of dollars in that V/£.sh- 
met on poor rran'^ in£.rch.Fe boucht iv trucks 
-r^d L< eadilacs^hi. .,ides .nd his wire bo^ent 



f bunch of . ^■'^.0 '^-r.-fr--" -.-rs, -. 

'sir co.ditio;:.^-o;^-::;op, t^-'-^i' 

■:oo na-y nrn lix-j' Ahrrni.iv.y h;.,v€ thr ir 

■ -'i?' °; 'V--^' tec, is innorla'-^"' 

j.ir.f. ...noul.-: oc exposed I'or v'^L.t hr rr- tt, 

Council of Churches lob is 

tho^^i:^:^^krt;;.f!^^-^^^^ ^^^^ 

^ -^^^^ ^oncy to 0 . .r...:V... ,t-. clven tin:e. 




Mr. CrMahandL 

Mr. Cas;ier . 

Mr. C'.'.vwU.-, — . 

Mr. rnt 

Mr. Cr.l*^ 



Mr. Rn«5en — 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Walters- 
Mr. S^'/'irs. 



Tele. R-^nm 

Miss Holmes 
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TUCSON DAILY CITi/eN 



King^s Sexual Exploits 
Said Used By FBI 



NEW YORK (UPI) - Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., toned 
down his criticism of the FBI af- 
ter its director, J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, presented King with wire- 
tapped tapes indicating King's 
extramarital affairs. Time 
magazine said yesterday. 

King met with Hoover in the 
FBI director's office in 1364, 
Time said, where Hoover "ex- 
plained to King just what dam- 
aging private detail he had on 
the tapes and lectured him that 
his morals should be those be- 
lilting a Nobel prize-winner. 

"He also suggested that^King 
should tone down his criticism 
of the FBI. King look the ad- 
\ice. His decline in black es- 
teem followed . . ." Time said. 

The statements are in con- 
nection with a report of a new 
book on King called "The King 
God Didn't Save" by black nov- 
elist John Williams. 

The book, with the conclusion 
that Kingi was a failure, states 
that King "was a black man and 
therefore always was and al- 
ways would be naked of power, 
for he was slow, indeed, unable 
to perceive the mar lT[miaUtn f of 



white power, and in the end 

while power tolled him." 

Time said, "Most newspapers 
ignored the rumors and leaks to 
them of King's extramarital ac- 
tivities, but their existence un- 
dermined King's effectiveness 
just the same. The effect, says 
Williams, was one of slow politi- 
cal assassination; 'King was 
spared it only by the bullet Of 
James Earl Ray." 

The incriminating tapes came 
about, Time said, when the FBI, 
"suspecting that some of his as- 
snriates had Communist con- 
nections . . . began taping 
King's telephone and bugging 
his hotel rooms in 1963. 

"From a security viewpoint, 
the wiretaps uncovered nothing. 
They eslablislied no links be- 
tween King and the Commu- 
nists. But, Williams reports, 
they did turn up an astonish 
amount of Information abol 
King's extensive and vigoroj 
sexual activities." Time said. 
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Burlingame, California 94010 



Dear 




August 28, 1970 



^CLASSIFIED 



I have received your letter of August 24th and would 
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
There Is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luther King, 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in 'The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The infor- 
mation in this article is a matter of p\iblic record regarding the FBI's 
position in this matter. 

^ Sincerely yours, 
7^ Edgar Hoover 



Enclosure 



Sullivan 
Mohr . 



Bishoj. 

Brcnnaii, C .D. 

Cailahan 

Caupct ______ 

Conract 

Fell 

Calf 

Hi)M-n 

Ta\fl 

WillhT- _____ 
Si i> , 



NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not 
identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Telephone 343-733 9 




August 2^^, 1970 



BURLINGAME. CALIF. 94011 



Mr. J. Edcar Hoover, Director 
Federa 1 Bizreau of Investlsatlon 
VJashiBston, D.C, 

Dear Kr. Hoover: 

I an deeply oor«remed about recent stories in the nevrspapers 

ifhich nalce a nimber of allegations against the FBI, The 
p-urpose of this letter is to find out the truth. 

Please nive me the ansirers to the following questions: 

1. Did the FBI use wiretapping and other 
nethods of surviellance to sectire Infor- 
nati on- about the private life o f Dr. Ilart in 
Luthef-lCing? * 



2. Was there anything Illegal, or uncon- 
stttutional about the above surviellance 
if it did in fa<;t tal:e place? 

3. Did the Director of the FBI use infor- 
nation about Dr. King's personall life to 
attenpt to force Dr. King to stop his 
criticism of the FBI as was reported in a 
number of papers? 

Thanlc you very much for any clarification you can provide in 
regard to this matter. 
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Mr. Conrad — 
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August 27, 1970 



45 



' 5 ^Olf 




West Hartford, Connecticut 06107 
Dear^ 



Your letter was received on August 24th and I would 
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the all^ation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luthe> King. 

With respect to your comments, I am enclosing a copy 
of a copyrighted article which appeared in 'The Evening Star," 
Washington, D, C, , on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had the 
opportunity to read. The information In this article is a matter of 
public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. 

I can'most emphatically assure you that this Bureau has 
not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to any 
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, 
we have, however, disseminated information concerning King on a 
high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 



Enclosure 



Sincerely yours, 

J. EOs^ Hoover 




. CD. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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August 16, 1970 



Mr.Brefm«nCDir 

Mr. C-llahan 

Mr. Camper 
Mr. Cunrail 



Mr. Ft-It__y_ 
Mr. Gale / 
Mr- Rospjr 



^Mr. 



Tavel 



Mr. Wolters— 

Mr. Scyars 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmet.. 
Miss Gsndy 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 

My dear Mr, Hoover, 

It was with a great deal of unrest that I recently completed reading 
an article concerning a soon-to-be-published book about the late Martin Luther 
King, "The King God Couldn't Save. " The article was echoed in several 
magazine publications, in newspapers, and on television and radio. My 
[concern centers not on the information concerning Dr. King's extra- marital 
affairs, but rather on why this information was given to the author of this 
book. As an American citizen, and a supporting taxpayer of your distinguished 
Bureau, I find the apparently simple procurement of wiretap information a 
^flagrant degredation of privacy^ It is my understanding that wiretapping, when 
^done, is normally highly speculative, exceptionally confidential, and often 
lillegal. 

j I should apprecaite your taking a moment to explain to me how access 

to this material was achieved, and if this is common practice? 



Very truly yours. 
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Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bi^op 

Mr. Brennan, C.O. 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Cssper 

Mr. Conrad 

Felt 

"•ale 



■sen 
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Jters _ 

yarB 

Room _ 
lolmes 
iandy _ 
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August 27, 1870 
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The letter, with enclosure, from you and your 
husband was received on August 24th and I would like to assure 
you that the FBI does not engage In blackmail activities. Also, 
there Is not one shred of u^h in the allegation that this Bureau 
black naallod ?>Iartln iJi th^ f^ing. 

Enclosted is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
Inforniatlon in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position In this nxatter. 



i J ; 'J 



COr/M-FB( 



Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoovec 



Enclosure 

. * 

^ 1 - Chicago - Enclosure 



Till son _ 
Sullivan 
Mnhr 



Bishop 

Itronnan, (M). 

Callatian 

CaspiT 

('onrad _ 

Fell 

Culo 

Riison 

Taw I 

Wiillcrs ____ 



NOTE: There is no record of ^^^|HH|Hi^^^lBV^" Bufiles. 
Enclosed was a copy of an editorSnro^h^CTicagoDally News, " 
8/15-16^70 containing unfounded aUegatlon£. against the Director and 
the FBI. Bufiles reveal this paper has repeatedly rc^de malicious 
editorial attacks on the Director and the FBI. 
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*ark Ridge, 111. 
Aug. 18, 1970 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, FBI 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The unwarrented infringment on the personal conversations of 
Dr. Martin Luther King maKes all of us less free- less sure that we really 
live in a democracy. 

We fought Word War II, partly to ensure that the type of eyesdropping 
that the Nazi's did to the Jews would not spread to the "free world. " It 
'obviously is too late, and, we too, live In a police state. 

We call for the immediate resignation of J. Edgar Hoover and a newv 
look at democracy in the FB.I. 



Mr. Casper- 
Mr. C.iniad 
Mc^ Felt ^. 

Gale 
fOlT. Rose 
Mr. Tavel ._. 
Mr. Walters- 
Mr. S'^yars .. 

Tfle. Room 

Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy . 



ALL INFuKPkT! *:C -;...^ KJ 
HEnDN IS U'^'CL .SSiK^ ^ ^ , 
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Blackmail, by any name . . . 



The facts aboui the pnvaie life of 
Dr. Martin Luiher King are none of 

our business; nor are they any valid 
concern of the director of the Federal 
Bureau of Invesiijjation. J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

But Iluovc:-. accurding lo a current 
' report in Time magazine, made them 
his business in a peculiarly obnoxious 
way. 

King had betn publicly and con- 
sistently critical of the FBI. Hoover 
(the story goes) put a tap on his tele- 
phone, and uncovered some gossip 
about King's extramariial activities. 
Hoover then called in King, lectured 
him on morals, and advised him to 
tone down his criticism of the FBI. 

Columnist Carl Rowan, in discussing 



the article, writes: f^. ' ' 

"The issue of overriding naiitii^l 
importance is not whether King en- 
gaged in extramarital sexual 
ties. . . . The critical question^is! 
whether this society is going to permit' 
public officials who tap telephones and 
bug hotel rooms to blackmail the vjc- 
. tims of their spying." 

We heartily agree. And blackmail is 
the right word, even though money 
was not the objective of the black- 
mailer. 

A petition signed by more than 100 
prominent Chicagoans has now been 
sent President Nixon demanding he 
fire Hoover. 

I The move, as we have said time and 
again, is long overdue. 



^'•^INFO;. VJ! , jr., 



August 25, 1970 




, KMchigan 48228 



Dear 



ALL INFORMATION C^:'TA':!ED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA^3^p 



1 



Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 20th and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
write and furnish me your views. 

I would like to assure you that the FBI does not 
engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not me shred of 
truth In the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in 'The Evening Star/' Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



WAILED 21 - 
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Sincerely yours, 

Ecfear Hoover 



Enclosure 



ToUpn „ 
Sullivan 
Wohr _ 



Bishop 



NOTE: Bufiles disclose one prior outgoing to correspondent,", . 
3-1-51, regarding identification matters. He enclosed a copy of an 
editorial regarding proposed plans for a march on Washington by 
Ralph Abernathy of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
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goes 

^, over y--^ ^ ^ , 

1 served as ^^^^ it^iU woA Cfc^'n aiid 

tii«,8 like ^y^*^^^yl/tt»^habitutl criin^ 
e.g.^in, to the f^^™li^,3r "hen a V^V roVoery 



^ke-ti-^ "catted a^d T^O or mo:^ 

h-^lin^ a^efe a oase, '^^^^ .^^^^^"^tttte that tiae 

ITX "vrip^donc^la sins 

testifying against ^^^^^J^ "^y^ ^ ' « 

Icct. ZrUA:^^^ %"l^Vr ft^l l^ of their . 
V,ill each other^if ^J^.t* the loot. Crimlfli.it ^ 
*ccci:iplic63 "aox:. "^^^ .^^nts o' ^teir criH«B avidly, 
read tbe "^"^P^P^/ ^'^'^^^^^^ut in pollen ti« 

/ Circeraly, 
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Mr. 
Mr, 

Mr.ijrennanCD_ 
Mr. Cal]-ihj 
Mr. CaFr 
Wr, f,.^. 
Mr. r-lt. 
Mr. (Ja!^ 
Mr. Rosen 

Mr. T&ve\ 

Mr. Walter! 

Mr. Srijars. 
Tele. Koom_ 
Miss Helmets 
Miss Gandy. 
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ff^ew march on Washington? 
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Three months ago when he was 
making plans for a civil rights 
march through the Georgia coun- 
tryside, the Rev. Ralph Abemathy, 
head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, applied to 
the government for police protec- 
tion against unlawful disruption by 
outsiders. 

Today, A b e rn a thy is making 
plans for a march on Washington. 
He threatens the use of tactics of 
civil disobedience to bring the Pen 
/tagon to a halt and "tie up the 
Vwhole Washington scene, if neces 
\sary." 

The good Reverend should make 
up his mind whether he does or 
does not believe in law and order. 
He should also reflect on whether 
tactks such as those he now pro- 
poses haven't lost their effective- 
ness under the law of diminishing 
returns. 

Americans have gotten their fill 

of £trong-arm, obstructionist meth- 
ods used in the name of social jus- 
tice. They are less and less inc- 
lined to accept the argument that 
mUawful means may be used mas- 




s i v e 1 y to combat unlawfulness. 
Their resentment has long since 
been communicated to their repre- 
sentatives and senators in Congress 
who in turn are more hesitant than 
in previous times to respond to the 
pressure of mass obstruction and 
disobedience. 

Some civil rights leaders, observ- 
ing this development in public and 
legislative opinion, have wisely 
pulled away from violent means 
and disassociated themselves and 
their organizations from the extre- 
mists. But Abemathy seems more 
and more inclined to ingr atiate 
hi msSir^'ith tfae imDlacabje_m ili- 
tanis. who^h e apparentTv~fea r5. 
ma y be SrgaTSn g ^is thund er. He 
encourages young people to refuse 
military service, preaches hostility 
to constituted authority and plans 
for the disruption of ttie center of 
national government. 

AU this can only do harm rather 
than good to the causes he pro- 
fesses to represent. The members 
of SCLC ought to begin asking 
whether he has most at heart the. 
interests of his followers qt his ow i 
ambitions of power and leadership. 



^vr. ^''■''*: 
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August 26, 1970 




Trenton, 



Jersey 



>ear 




/ 



AaiNFORMATIUNC.j...naiLU 
638 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

,Your telegram to President Nixon was referred to 
this Bureau and received on August 24th. I would like to assure 
you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. Also, 
there is not one shred of ti:utii in the allegation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin I^thePl^lng^ 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have bad an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



Sincerely yours, 

J- Edffar Hoover 
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Mr. Callatf/i 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Conra'i 

Mr. Fi*It_ 
■. G^io 
:r. Rosl 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr, Walters- 
Mr. S>:.*tr3_ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Hulmes. 
Miss Gandy_ 



HejINISUNCWSSIFIED 

WHi064 1237P EOT AUG 10 70 (00)PA092 1' 70 AUj 10 PM 12 50 

P TNAUO PD TRENTON NJER 10 1156A EDTK 
PRESIDENT NIXON 

WHITE HOUSE WASHOC 
RE TIME MAGAZINE HOOVER - KING 

ISNT HOOVERS ACTIONS CONSIDERED BLACMAIL AND A FEDERAL 
OFFENSE PLEASE REPLY 

^^"""HjM^ T R E N T 0 N 

17 AUG24Q70 



, (1215) 



• c9^ / 




I have received your letter of Aug^ust 16th, vith 
enclosures. I would like to assure you that the FBI does not 

engage in blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of 
truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 



Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C. , on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this af tide is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 



ti, CD. 



Sincerely yours, 

0^ 



Enclosure 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosures to 
her letter are local news clippings regarding the Martin Luther King 
controversy, the arrest of the Reverend Daniel Berrigan, and to 
article regarding the 1969 Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. ^ 
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COLUMBUS • WISCONSIN 53925 



J, ''xar Hoover 
TBI 

yBsV-inrton, D.D. ?0000 



Deer ilr, Hocver; 



Au^st 16, 1970 



ivan_k 
'br 

Mrt'l^V'^;»rf<CI 
Mr. CaJlahan_ 

Mr, Casper 

Mr. Coniad.__ 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rcseu 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Walters 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gaady__ 



You have long been on iry list of people to be edrdred for what 
you Er« c^oiKf: ir public liie for the good of our dear country! 

However, now in this ^ey end age of racial equality end oppcr- » \ 
tunity I BIT. eEhaned for ^du about relscsin^^ the tape alle^^inn sexual activity l| ^ 
in the privete lile of such e hero to irary for peace and f^oodness in American 
life es Dr. I-trtin Lutber Kin^I 

lihet is the reeninj; of "Crine Up Sharply in the 60' s, rEI seys'£f^ 
in the lijjht of this tape rclerse by which you allow a h^ro to be slandered? '^"^^ 
It cen only leer? to rore crir.e and violence- — certainly not to any pcpce and 

' codncsE in Ar/ricEir. liiel 



I It is ry cpinioii too that you owe en apology in TlilE, the 1-2^L- 
UAUKT.E J0UR::AL fc^'/ any other paper or r^fazine which published the defarEtory 
tape recon^ingl ? 

If you went help in ridding the country (USA) of crir.e, cer- 
tainly as Christ eays, recorded by three evangelists (Katt. 12,25; Jiark 3,2^; 
Luke 11,17) a house divic'ed afcinst itself cannot stand — ycu should do all you 
can to filipi the ^ood efforts of non-violent Ken like K.L. Kinc and his suc- 
cessors now to your cause, rather than repelling then through such a charEcte 
slur on their best leader I 



c 




The followint is s quotation fron the Milwaukee Journal, 
Sur.r'ey, Aupj?t 16, 1970 (today) which elso reeds rttention: Action for Sur- 
vival Eche'^uled a "ir^rch acainst criise" on Chicafro's South Side, closely allied 
with the Ur' an Leepie, becked by Rev, Curtis E'. Burrell end Rev. Jesse Jackson: 
"the white econonic syster. that has denied our »en and woKen and young people 
the jobs and opportunity they reed for econoBdc security (and resultant peece- 
fvl livir.f*5, on the criEe syndicate that porvides guns and narcotics for our 
destruction end on the law erJ'orccTsent syster that ignores crir.es conrdtted 
a^^ainst tlecks by blecks end r'oubly penalizes crisjcs coinri-tted by blacks 

Bfainst whites" how can black people gain arching for & good life in this 

free country of ours unless we work together? 

AsEurinr you of prayers for your own self and your efforts for 
the rood of all people, — fro you jr^^cialTy prejudiced? ive all owe each other I 

X 
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Crime Up Sharply in '60s, FBI S ayt; 



WASHINGTON (UPI) - Seri- 
ous crime rose by 148 i>er cent 
in the turbulent 1960s while the 
population of Die United Slates 
increased only IS per cent, the 
■ FBI rtportcd Wednesday. 

But AUy. Gen. John N. MitcU* 
etl said "the rale of increase 
slowed down substantially in 
mi," president Nixon't first 
year tn office. 

THE FBI'S uniform crime re- 
port is bated on crimes re^ 
of determining the total number 
ported to police. There is no way 
actuallj committed. 

IFlve million serious crimes 
were reported last year — 
S55,O00 of tbem violent criines 



lilie murder, rape, aggravated 
assault, and robbery, and 1.3 
mjUion involving property such 
as burglary, larceny o( more 
than t^3. and auto thelL 

Tolsl property los was about 
$2 billion in 1969, less the 47 per 
cent lecovvred by police. The 
overall police rale of solving 
crimes fell 4 per cent in 1965 for 
■ lO-yeu decline of 34 per cent. 

In the past decade, crimes ot 
violence rose 130 per cent and 
property crimes were up 151 per 
ceot. 

And last year saw the murder 
of B6 law enEoFcement ^ftcera, 
.virtually all by fireamts, the 
highest of the decade when a 



total 561 policemen were mur- 
dered on duty. Nearly 17 cf 
every 100 law enforcement aU - 
cers were assaulted on duty lart 
year, up 7 per cent from 1968. 

"IN IMS, the numbeMl seri- 
ous crimes in the Uiuted Stales 
increased by 12 per cent over 
196B, as compared to a IT per 
cent increase In 196B over 1967," 
Mitchell said in a statement ac- 
companying the FBI report. 

\ Violent crimes were up II per 
cent compared to 18 per cent in 
1968, he said, and Beriaus czime 
In the big cities Increased only > 
per cent compared Ut U per 
cent in 1MB. 




5^ . 

ATTV. CES. MITCHEIX 

But the FBI said suburban 
areas continued last year to 
show an attove-average rise in 
the vidume of crirn^— up 13 per^ 
cent. 



in , 



HER£1N IS UNClASStf 1£D 



THE USE OF firearms con- 
tinued upward. Fiffiannj were 
used ifl 53 per cent of munJcrs 
last year, U per cent of jnned 
robberies, and 21 pa- oeot «f ag- 
gravated assaults. ^ 

Of the estimated \ii3ti mur- 
ders in 1«9, the FBI nid that 
"police . are powerl^ Ia pre- 
vent a large oundicf vl these 
crimes," 

"Ttie signifjcani /act emfreei 
that most murders art commit- 
ted by the relatives of Iht vic- 
tim Of persons acipjsinted with 
the victim," the report sui 

"It follows, therefore, that 
crimind bomiciilela, to a major 
extent, a national sodal prob- 



lem beyond police prevention. 
In I96S, killings witliin the fam- 
ily made up over ooe-tourtfa of 
all murders." 

ALL ARRESTS vcre up 7i 
per cent in the past decade. The 
most dramatic increase in ar- 
rests were for narctlics law vio- 
lations — Hp 492 p.-r cent, pri- 
marUy due to Int > /ement of 
the young age fefi , the FSI 
Mid. 

A special s'udy ol .3,567 crim- 
inal offenders released In 1963 
showed 65 per ceii had been 
Tvarrested by tbe znd of 1M9. 
Of those under 20 years o! age, 
74 per cent were tearTesled dur- 
ing the six-year period. 
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[Aides, Mrs. King 
Challenge Story 



New York. N. Y. -AP- "niree 
colleagues of the late Martin 
Luther King Jr. Monday de- 
nounced as "totally false" a 
Time magazine report that FBI 
Director J. Mgar Hoover con- 
fronted King with wiretap evi- 
dence revealing Kind's alleged 
extramarital sex activities 

A fourth associate said Hoo- 
ver should be suspended for 
"misuse, abuse and malfea- 
sance in discharging his re- 
sponsibilities" for the wiretap 
on King's phone. 

The widow of the slain civil 
rights leader also issued a 
statement saying the Time sto- 
ry did not correspond with 
.what her husband had told her. 
Time stuck by its story. 

Discussed Book 
Discussing a new book 

about King. "The King God 

Didn't Save," by author John 
Williams, Time said Hoover, 
meeting with King in 1964, lec- 
tured King on his morals and 
suggested that he tone down 
his criticism of the FBI. 

In a joint statement issued 
in Atlanta, Ga., the Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, King's soc-* 
cessor as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, the Rev. Andrew Young 
and the Rev. Walter E. Faun- 
troy, declared: 

"As participants and wit- 
nesses to t h e discussion be- 
tween Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and J. Edgar Hoover, we 
are shocked by Time maga- 
zine's toully false report. 

"All three of us were pres- 
ent during the entire discus- 
sion and at no point did Mr, 
Hoover lecture Dr. King or 
even comment on his persona l 
life." 




Mri. King 



Ahemathg 




Yamn$ 



rime "Discredits Setf** « 
The statement said It was 
"blatantly untrue that Dr. 
King slowed down his actiW- 
ties because he felt threat* 
ened," and added: 

"Time magazine discredits 
itself in seeking to throw mud 
on a man admired and loved by 
millrons, black and white. It 
discredits itself in stooping to 
sensationalism through fiction 
and irresponsibility. 

"We suggest that Time re- 
read its own story on Dr. 
King's immcnia] ccmtribution, 
published when he was named 
Time's Man of the Year 
(1964)r 

I Mrs. Coretta King's state- 
unent. also issued in Atlanta, 
said: "The conversation be- 
[tween my husband and Mr. 



Hoover, which he related to 
me, does not correspond at all 
with the Time magazine re- 
port." 

A Spokesman for Time said 

later: 

"A careful reading of Time's 
article should make quite clear 
the magazine's admiration for 
Dr, King's work — forexam- 
plt, ine observation!, u.ji Or. 
King's leadership brought conJ 
science and cohesion to the 
cause of black equality and 
that he was the catalyst In the^ 

Turn lo Winlap, page S, col. 4 
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Wiretap 



3 King Aides, Widow 
Deny Wiretap Story 



From ftagg I 

formation of a truly national 
civil rights movement. 

"As for the facts in the arti- 
cle. Time stands by its report- 
ing." 

. Blasts Hoover 

In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, national director of 

the SCLC's Operation Bread- 
basket program, charged the 
FBI with making the wiretap 
tapes as "an intentional_defa^ 
mation of chara'cterT^ \ 

Jackson sai d Hoover, in let- 
ting the conte nts of the ta pes 
become known7v. as trying "to 
undercut t he tru^t a nd respect 
f or the present; c i V i 1 rights' 
l eaders ." Heag'Hed: 

"Mr. Hoover has stooped to 
the lowest rungs of viciousness 
and maliciousness in his under- 
handed dissemination of infor- 
mation regarding a deceased 
man." 

Asks Investigation 
Jackson urged that PreSi- 
dent Nixon suspend Hoover 
pending an examination of the 
FBI director by the civil rights 
division of the Justice Depart- 
ment, black jurists and law- 
makers and white and black 
psychiatrists. 

Time quotes Williams es 
saying the FBI bjgan Upping 
King's telephone and bugging 
his hotel rooms in 1963, and 
while it uncovered no evidence 
of .subversion it "did turn up 
an astonishing amount of in- 
.formatio ir atAJBl King's exten- 



siye and vigorous sexual activr 

ities." 

The wiretap on King's phone 
was disclosed last year in 
Houston, Tex., by an FBI agent 
testifying at a hearing on box- 
er Cassius Clay's refusal to be 
inducted into the Army. The 
agent was not allowed by the 
judge to say why King's phone 
was tapped. 
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h ave fled the country. 

But what Fr. Berrigan was 
not willing to do was to justify 



the law bv wiUinfily giving him- 
Rplf np. InsteadVhe attempted to 



makP fools of FBI agents. 



itant Jews, called "zealots," their crimes, 
carried out guerilla raids), "'hat isn't quite true. Fr. Ber- 
against the Roman forces ocf .n surely knew that he would 
cupyiiig Israel. In.-, arreste d some day. He coul3 

Many scholars believe that 
Barrabas, the prisoner Pilate 
released instead of Jesus, was a 
zealot. 

During our own time, the Ger- 
man theologian Dietrich Bon- 
hoeffer engaged in a secret plot 
to assassinate Adolf Hitler. 

Church people who engage in 
such acts of violence generally 
defend the mselves on high 
moral grounds, but the govern 
ments involved tend to see them 
as treason and act accordingly. 

Bonhoetfer was executed by 
the German government. 
Priests and nuns in Brazil ap- 



eia ai-'^-pv'-i* -.1 — . 

young r e s I s t e r and believed 
when they did sciJ^^t they were 
entering a "con^^ y." 



sneaking through their midst 



tu ne after time to make his^ 



cape. 



ONK THING, however, is 
quite clear and that is that the 
movement is growing. 

Not only Stringfellow, but doz- 
ens of other middle class busi- 
ness and professional people hi( 
Ft. Berrigan in their homes 



icy is immoral, ttic cicibj uiLu 
h ave decided that their loya lty 
must lie not with "Caesar" but 



IN RHODESIA, the Christian 
churches are openly defying a 
new apartheid law which re- 
quires churches to segregate 
their worship and service insti- 
tutions, such as schools and hos- 
pitals. 

Among the Protestant bodies 
involved there are the Angli- 
cans, Methodists, Presbyteri- 
ans, and the Salvation Army. 

The Roman Catholic bishops 
in Rhodesia issued a joint decla- 
ration threatening to shut down 
all Catholic schools, hospitals, 
and service institutions. 

The Catholic schools serve 
155,000 children and the 131 hos- 
pitals and clinics care for more 
than 1 million patients a year, 



w ith God. 
This is not to say that the 



clergymen involved are either 
right or wrong; the debate on 
that will continue. 

But one thing is evident. O ne 
no longer can just assu niejBt 



the church is going to stand for 



la w and order in any given so- 



c 



c 
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Concern Is V/orld-Wide 

Militant Clergy Trend Widens 

BY WILLIAM R. WINEKE 
State Journal Religioo Writer 

It is getting to the point that 
your local revoluUonaiy is more 
lilcely to wear a clerical collar 
than a beard. ' 

Tlie change canM so slowly 
that few persons noticed it, but 
reports from all over the world 
during recent weeks indicate 
that Christian clergymen are 
engaged In revolutionary acts 
a gainst their governments. 

For example, the Rev. Daniel 
J. Berrlgan was arrested Tues- 
day, at Block Island, R.I.. after 
eluding FBI agents for four 
months. 

MALCOLM BROWNE reports 
in the New Yorlc Times that , 
"the growing association of the 
priestly cassocit with revolution- 
ary violence has become a con- 
cern of crisis proportions to 
both the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Argentine gov- 
ernment." 

And United Press Interna- 
Uonal editor Louis Cassels notes 
that hundreds of Catholic 
priests, nuns, and lay leaders 
have been jailed in Brazil be- 
cause they displeased that na- 
tion's military government. 

WTiaf h heing tfllhed about is 

^npt the classic kind of civil diso- 
bedience made famous by Gaor. 
_dhi and Martin Lutiier King. 

WhPn TV King hr pke a law. 
hp willingly went jail and 
fnnght. thP law "within the sys- 
tem." . . 

BUT WHEN Ft. Berrigan, a 
49-year old Jesuit priest and 
poet, participated fai the de- 
struction of draft records** Ca-»* 
tonsville, Md., he jumped oond 
and went into hiding. 




